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Memorandum 

To: All Members of the State Board of Education 
From: State Board of Education Chairman 
Date: October 10, 2024 
Subject: Ad Hoc Committee on Social Studies Standards Framework 

Committee Description: The Chairman of the State Board of Education has established 
an Ad Hoc Committee on Socia l Studies Standards Framework to evaluate Texas' current 
socia l studies learning standards, research best practices in history and civics education, 
and provide recommendations for developing exemplary state standards, ensuring Texas 
students receive a high-quality socia l studies education that prepares them for informed 
citizenship. 

Committee Members and Meetings: The Committee makeup is Aaron Kinsey (Chair), 
Marisa Perez-Diaz, Ju lie Pickren, and Audrey Young. The Committee will not vote but 
rather provide a report to the State Board of Education. 

Goal: Provide clear, actionable recommendations for developing socia l studies 
curricu lum standards that will position Texas as a national leader in history and civics 
education. The standards should equip students with essential knowledge of American 
and Texas history, geography, and civic institutions whi le fostering the ski lls and 
dispositions needed for engaged citizenship in a diverse democratic republic. 

Aaron Kinsey 
Chairman 

Marisa Perez-Diaz 
Member 

Julie Pickren 
Member 

Audrey Young 
Member 

3 



June 26, 2025 April 10, 2025 June 18, 2025 June 23, 2025 
June 25, 2025 SBOE Committee of 

Public Hearing_ on Socia l Studies Ad Socia l Studies Ad 
Socia l Stud ies Ad the Fu ll Board to 

Recommendations Hoc Committee Hoc Committee 
Hoc Committee Receive an Update 

for a TEKS Meeting to Discuss Meeting to Discuss 
Meeting_ to Review from the Committee 

Research and Framework for Current Framework 
and Approve Report and Discuss 

Social Studies and Components Framework Options 
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1. Strengths and 
Weaknesses Analysis 

✓Conduct a thorough 
review of Texas' 
current social studies 
TEKS framework 
✓Identify specific 

strengths to preserve 
and build upon 

✓Pinpoint areas of 
weakness, gaps in 
content coverage, or 
structural issues to 
address 

✓compare Texas 
standards to highly­
rated frameworks from 
other states 

✓Provide concrete 
examples to illustrate 
strengths and 
weaknesses 

✓Review current 
research on 
history and civics 
education 

✓Analyze 
approaches used 
by top-performing 
states and 
countries 

✓Identify 
innovative models 
that could inform 
Texas' standards 
✓summarize key 

findings on 
sequencing, skills 
development, and 
content 
prioritization 

SEE NEXT SLIDE 

✓Suggest 
professional 
development 
needs to support 
educators 

✓Identify potential 
challenges in 
implementing 
new standards 

✓compile findings 
and 
recommendations 
into a clear, 
concise report 

✓Develop 
presentation 
materials for the 
State Board of 
Education 

✓Be prepared to 
answer questions 
and provide 
additional context 
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✓ Essential Knowledge 
o Identify core content all students should master in U.S. history, Texas history, world history, 

geography, and civics 
✓ Recommend grade-appropriate sequencing of content from elementary through high school 

✓ Historical Thinking and Civic Skills 
o Outline progression of ana lytical and research skills across grade levels, including presentation in 

written form 
o Incorporate opportunities to engage with primary sources 
o Emphasize civic reasoning, deliberation, and informed thought 

✓ Civic Dispositions and Values 

o Integrate development of civic virtues like respect for rights, respect for civi l liberties, ru le of law, and 
civic participation 

o Foster appreciation for constitutiona l principles and democratic processes 
o Promote civil discourse, evidence-based reasoning, and respect for diverse viewpoints 

✓ Vertical Alignment and Coherence 

o Ensure key concepts and ski lls spira l across grade levels with increasing depth 
o Ensure that early grades include essentia l content that will be revisited 
o and expanded in high school courses 

o Create cl ear connections between historical topics and civics/government 
o Balance breadth and depth of content coverage 

✓ Clarity and Specificity 
o Recommend organizational structure that is user-friendly for educators 
o Provide guidance on appropriate level of detai l in standards 
o Ensure language is cl ear, precise, and avoids educational jargon 6 



Content Rigor 
Ensure the curriculum is 
academical ly rigorous, 

providing a comprehensive 
understanding of essential 
historical and civic topics. 

Skills 
Development 
Emphasize the cultivation 

of critical analysis, problem­
solving, and the ability to 

make connections between 
historica l content and 
contemporary issues. 

Accessibility 
The standards must be 

clear, logically structured, 
and user-friendly for 

educators. 
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By fu lf illing these deliverables, the Ad Hoc Committee wi ll provide invaluable 
guidance to ensure Texas develops social studies standards that reflect best 

ractices, promote academic r i or, and prepare students for en a ed 
citizenshi in the 21st century. 
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National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) results reveal a decline in eighth graders' proficiency in 
U.S. history and civics, with scores dropping to levels seen in the 1990s. Contributing factors include weak 
state standards, inadequate instructional materials, insufficient teacher preparation, limited instructional 

time, and a lack of accountability in social studies education. (Finn~ 2023) 

Best practices for social studies instruction: 

K - 2 social stud ies inst ruction shou ld focus on 
historical figures through personal stories and 

biograph ies, sequencing past events using 
t imelines, and exploring places and artifacts of 

the past {i.e. bui ldings, art, and tools}. This 

re inforces research based findings that show 
the study of history for the youngest students 

is a learning rather than developmental 

process. {Fardi, 2022} 

Practice 2: 
Lay-ered Topics 

Building students' understanding by 
starting with broader contexts and 

progressively focusing on more specific 
histories produces layered knowledge over 

time. This aligns with spiral curriculum 
theory and cumulative learning that 

enhance long term retention of content. 
(Lee, 2012) 

Practice 3: 
Chronological 

Consistent exposure to chronological 
narratives aids elementary students in 

their understanding of historical 
concepts and grasping relationships 

between events. (Sole, 2019) 



There is inconsistency in implementation of best practices in Social Studies frameworks for other states. 

HS Us History 1776 to 2008 Standards Progression and Co!A'se Descriptions 

HS C1v1cs 
Grade ' Course Title Course Description 

K The World Alot.rid u~ K!OCICrgir100 SUJCICrCS w,Q build upon C•pc,iet1ccs wirn mcir ramil,os. SCllOOls. and 
commun11ies as an 1ntroductm lo soe1al Sludies 

1 rennessee·s Place In the United States rlrSt !'aelc Sludcrn w11 learn about T 0000$.'iCC aoo its place In I.he U.S. ttl'oogh cullUfe. 
ecooomJcs, ~aphJ, ~C!fTimcnlCMCs, and IE.02'. -

2 Life in lhc United Stlltu~ 
SOCOr1<l 9'/lOO SIIJOOf1lS will lMrrl ~boul culb.1e, ccooorruc., !J009:llphy. CJOVOll'lml):111/clviei.. 
and htStory by sluclylng lhelr 1r:1e.-11:y RS AmerlCil/1 cltl1ens and howi IU f\Bboo ope,ales. - - -

Pant· Geography and Ecooomics 
Third grade srUOOlls wil leam gcograpl'li~t sklls, w011c1 geography, u s, and Tet'l"fl'S~cc 
googwphy ilS wllll as lhu llil'.ilC rokl of 0COIVTIICS 

STM GAADE lh M~1,val P nOd lhrough the Er1 Modern Wo,ld 

4TH GRADE The Ana,nt World 

3RD GRADE The Am can Slory Peop P. Places and PapP.1~ 

3 -
lhifd grade SIUdet1s w1l leam abola the rndigellOU5 people or Norlh Amenca, t:.wope;in 

-
Pa/1 2: Early l\mertc:an and Tenne~e 11~pbatl0f•, early Air101rcar1 i!fld Ter•r~sw Sl!lU4!'111JfCS. ill1d 1h11 founchr1g ol th11 Thift1111r1 
History Cooiios. 

n,e History Of lli8 Unitoo smtes· ~oulh CJ!acle studerb wlll lMn about lhe evenb lhill led to U.S. 1nclependence. I.he Aml!lican 
4 

Rnvoulon to Rr.conS1ructr011 
R1:v,~uli<w1, lhf! 911,w(t) ilikl llo-vf'll,p'lll!fC 01 lliu Us. lliUI.XJh M,nr~, Oostrny, 11,.1 IIIOI Cilu,,(l;l 

llnd effect.,. of lllP. Qv~ WAr And RecOffilluctron. 
PM 1· TilO HISlo,y ~ tllO Ur\ilOO Statos; 

Fifth !P'ade srudern win learn about ttie chalenges facmg lhe U.S. dll'lng the 191h and 2()h lndustnalization to lhe CIVil Rigits cerm.rics, With an cmphaS1s on maJ()f Amencan wars and OYEnts that changed our htslory. 
5 MllvemP.nl 

Pa11 2: Temcs..c,oo Ht.story Fifth !P'ade srudorn wiD loam about the histtry of Torr.ossee, mcl\Jding the cutual. 
geographic, economle, and pabUcal lnllueoces on thfl still!! and 115 de\lelopmP.OL 

2ND GA ADE life n our Gre.t Country the United Statei of America Wol1d His1cry and Geoipphy: Early 
Stllll'I graoo !.ludl)TC.', will IQAm noout lhe Cult.urnl, 9fl(9"1lPl'IICIII. polilJCal, And 90VCt'l'ml'!f1tal 

6 Civilizations Through ttie Fall ol the 
We:,tem ROITlilll EmDire 

beginnings a MClenl CIVIIW!bonS through the fllU d the Western Roman Lmpl'e. 

1ST GRADE Life in th Gr,at State of lou1,1ana WOlld H1s1ory and C-.r.ography: The Sovonth !J"ade stu<klnts will loam aboi.t the soaal. cult!Kal. ~al, political, and 

7 
t.lcldle Ages to lhe Exploration of the tocmologital changes ol WC5lc:rn Civuz;otion in Ewopc a~ well as !he goograptic; regions a 
l\mentaS Ca~ A~ia. WC$ Afrieil, and SOuthwC5l A,i& a11d Nor'Lhern Afriea 

KINDERGARTEN Li fe n My Home. School and Local Community 
Umtod Slaws History and Googrn pny; leiglltl f111dP. SludP.nlS Will IP.am about lhfl settlflml!f!I llnd founding of die U.S. through 

8 
C01on1zat1011 of North Ameuca to l~ecor61ruct.loo ond stUdy 1he hist.cry, economics, culllle, !}OYe«mert and 900!J8.phy of 
Ri.'<:Ofblfuction Tennessee in c-0ntext to 1IIU51rate the role DLf state hos played in Amencan hlstcwy. 



There is inconsistency in implementation of best practices in Social Studies frameworks for other states. 

Kinder - Third grades: 
•American History 
•African American History 
•Geography 
•Economics 
•Civics and Government 

Fourth Grade: 
•American History 
•African American History 
•Geography 
•Economics 
•Civics and Government 
•Financial Literacy 

Fifth Grade: 
•American History 
•African American History 
•Geography 
•Economics 
•Civics and Government 
•Holocaust Education 

Overview of Grades 6 - 8 
•6 - 8 African American History 
•6 - 8 Holocaust Education 

Sixth Grade: 
•Geography 
•Economics 
•Civics and Government 
•World History 

Seventh Grade: 
•Geography 
•Economics 
•Civics and Government 

Eighth Grade: 
•American History 
•Geography 
•Economics 
•Civics and Government 
•Financial Literacy 

Alabama 

f) SS24.K Kindergarten: Living and Working Together in Family and Community 

f) SS24.1 Grade 1: Living and Working Together in Community and State 

f) SS24.2 Grade 2: Living and Working Together in State and Nat ion 

f) SS24.3 Grade 3: Alabama in American History and Government I: Geography and Settlement 

f) SS24.4 Grade 4: Alabama in American History and Government II: Colonies to 1900 

f) SS24.5 Grade 5: Alabama in American History and Government Ill: Twentieth Century to Present 

f) SS24.6 Grade 6: Making A New Nation: United States Beginnings and Civic Foundations 

f) SS24.7 Grade 7: World History and Geography: Geographic Principles and Ancient Civ ilizat ions 

f) SS24.8 Grade 8: World History and Geography: Midd le Ages to the Enlightenment 

f) SS24.WH Grade 9: World History and Geography: Age of Revolution to Present 

f) SS24.US1 Grade 10: United States History I: Revolution to Progressive Era 

f) SS24.US2 Grade 11: United States History II : World War I to Present 

f) SS24.USG Grade 12: United States Government 

f) SS24.E Grade 12: Economics 

f) SS24.P Psychology 

f) SS24.S Sociology 

f) SS24.CWI Contemporary World Issues 

f) SS24.HG Human Geography 

f) SS24.HS Historical Studies 

f) SS24.HOS Holocaust Studies 

f) SS24.AS Alabama Studies 



Kinder 1st Grade 
Self, Home, and Family School and Community 

2nd Grade 
Community, State, and Nation 

3rd Grade 
People Who Made an Impact 

Practice 1: K - 2 Lacks content 
focused on teaching of history. 

rr 4th Grade IL Texas History Survey 

6th Grade 7th Grade 
World Cultures Texas History 

Sth Grade II 
U.S. History Survey j 

8th Grade 

Practice 3: Content is not 
chronological. 

U.S. History (thru Civil War) 
,_ 

~ 
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There are currently 8 strands that organize 
content across courses. 

Recommendation: Consider aligning 
strands with current statutes and research 

(see slide 4, practice 2}. 
Course Sequence 

Key Topics and Primary Sources 

History 

Geography 

Economics 

Government 

Citizenship 

Culture 

Science, Technology, and 
Society 

Social Studies Skills 

14 



The current framework 
organizes content by grade 

level topics. 

Recommendation: Consider 
current research (see slide 4, 
practices 1, 2 and 3} when 

establishing course sequence. 

Strands 

Key Topics and Primary Sources 

15 



The current framework utilizes 
the strand titles as major topics 
and then provides generalized 

TEKS language. 

Strands 

Course Sequence 
Recommendation: 
Consider providing 
clarity on key topics 

and identifying primary 
sources aligned with 
statute and research 
(see slide 4, practices 

1,2 and 3). 

16 



Discussion 1: Consider aligning Texas Social Studies Strands with 
Research and Current Statute. 

Discussion 2: Consider current research when establishing a course 
sequence. 

Discussion 3: Identify Key Topics and Primary Sources within the 
Strands to provide direction when drafting specific TEKS and 
alignment with statutory requirements. 



Science, 
Technology, 
and Society 

Social Studies 
Ski 11s 



Texas, United 
States, and 

World History 

• Key people, 
events, places, 
and ideas 

• Understanding 
of, ability to, 
and 
appreciation of 
civics and the 
U.S. form of 
government 

• Emphasis on 
free enterprise 
system and its 
benefits 

• Places, 
features, and 
skills 

• Art, 
architecture, 
writings, and 
religion 

Technology 
and 

Innovation 

• Key inventions, 
technology and 
their impact 

Required content in statute including informed American patriotism, the harmful effects of Communist Ideology, and 
the use of specific primary sources may be integrated into multiple strands as appropriate. 

Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.002(a)( l )(D), §28.002(a)(2)(G), §28.002(a)(2)(H), §28.002(h), §28.002(h-3), §28.002(h-11), §28.002(h-1), §28.002(h-2), §28.0021(a)(2), §28.0022, 
§29.907, §29.9071, §29.9072 19 



Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.002(a)(l)(D), §28.002(a)(2)(G), §28.002(a)(2)(H), §28.002(h), §28.002(h-3), §28.002(h-11), §28.002(h-1), §28.002(h-2), §28.0021(a)(2), §28.0022, 
§29.907, §29.9071, §29.9072 20 



Discussion 1: Consider aligning Texas Social Studies Strands with 
Research and Current Statute. 

Discussion 2: Consider current research when establishing a course 
sequence. 

Discussion 3: Identify Key Topics and Primary Sources within the 
Strands to provide direction when drafting specific TEKS and 
alignment with statutory requirements. 



[ 

K 1st 
Self, Home, School and 
and Family Community 

Practice 2: Topics are presented in 
isolation, without layering across 

grades. 

] 

2nd 3rd 

Community, People Who 

State, and Made an 
Nation Impact 

4th 
TX History 

6th 

Practice 1: K - 2 Lacks content 
focused on teaching of history. 

5th 
US History 

7th 
World Cultures TX History 

8th 
US History 

(thru civil war) 
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Consider a course sequence based on the starting point sequence as directed by the SBOE in September 2022 meeting. Enhancements include 
improving K-2nd history coverage and offering some layering of topics in chronological order in grades 3rd-5th with a repeated depth of study 

in grades 6th-8th. 

K-2nd 
Stories of America and Texas: 

Foundational People, Events, Places and Ideas 

3rd 
Road to the 

Republic 

ancient to modern 

Legend 

Tex.as History 

United States H istory 

World History 

4th 
America's 

Journey from 
Settlers to 

Superpower 

6th 
Road to the 

Republic 

5th 
From Frontier 
to Leader: The 
Story of Texas 

in America 

7th 
America's 

Journey from 
Settlers to 

Superpower 

ancient to modern 

Practice 3: Content is 
chronological within 

grade bands. 

8th 
From Frontier 
to Leader: The 
Story of Texas 

in America 

3x3x3 Model 

3 grades (K-2nd) build the 
foundation of the stories of 

America and Texas. 

3 grades (3rd-5th) present a 
survey of topics with a layered 

and chronological approach 
connecting world, U.S., and 

Texas history. 

3 grades (6th-8th) a deeper 
and broader dive into the 
topic from previous grade 

bands. 
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3rd 
Road to t he Republic 

(Prehistory to 1500 AD) 

Grade 3: Describe how ancient Greece 
developed democracy and how ancient Rome 
created a republic to help people make 
decisions and live together wit h equal 
t reatment under law. 

4th 
America's Journey from Settlers to 

Superpower 
11500 AD to 1800s) 

Grade 4: Ident ify the purposes of the U.S. 
Constitution in limiting government power 
with power kept by t he cit izens. 

5th 
From Front ier to Leader: The Story of 

Texas in America 
Late 1800s to Present 

Grade 5: Explain how t he end of t he Civil 
War led to new freedoms and rights for 
more Americans and Texans including t he 
Reconstruction Amendments and origin of 
Juneteent h. 

Layered content connects how individual r ights and the voice of the people have evolved throughout history. 

6th 
Road to t he Republic 

(Prehistory to 1500 AD) 

Grade 6: Explain how ancient Greece 
developed a direct democracy and how 
ancient Rome created a republic and evaluate 
how t hese systems influenced t he modern 
constitutional republic of t he United States. 

7th 
America' s Journey from Settlers to 

Superpower 
(1500 AD to 1800s) 

Grade 7: Analyze the importance of the 
U.S. Constitution and Texas Constitution in 
limiting government power through 
principles such as rule of law, separation 
of powers, and popular sovereignty. 

8th 
From Front ier to Leader : The Story of 

Texas in America 
(Late 1800s to Present) 

Grade 8: Contrast how the constitutional role 

of the U.S. Supreme Court in cases such as 
Brown v Board of Education and Hernandez v 
Texas works to preserve and expand the rights 
of American cit izens as opposed to the role of 
courts in countries like the Soviet Union and 
t he People's Republic of China. 

Layered content connect s how individual right s and t he voice of t he people have evolved throughout history w it h specific 
examples of principles and judicial act ion to compare and contrast our state and nation w ith others. 

3x3x3 Model 

3 grades (K-2nd) build the 
foundation of the stories of 

America and Texas. 

3 grades (3rd-5th) present a 
survey of topics with a layered 

and chronological approach 
connecting world, U.S., and 

Texas history. 

3 grades (6th-8th) a deeper 
and broader dive into the 
topic from previous grade 

bands. 

This model reinforces key historical 
events to help students build t imeline 

awareness and f actual historical 
foundat ions. 



3rd 
Road to t he Republic 

(Prehistory to 1500 AD) 

Grade 3: Explain how t he Silk Road helped 
connect people, goods (including si lk) and 
ideas across Asia, t he M iddle East and Europe. 

4th 
America's Journey from Settlers to 

Superpower 
11500 AD to 1800s) 

Grade 4: Describe how Brit ish t rade laws 
limited t he colonies' ability to trade feely 
with other countries and became a cause 
for t he American Revolution. 

5th 
From Frontier to Leader: The Story of 

Texas in America 
Late 1800s to Present 

Grade 5: Identify the importance of the 
Chisholm Trail during the era of cattle 
drives and connect its historic path to the 
trade and transportation role of Interstate 
35 today. 

Layered content is focused on continuity and change in trade throughout history. 

6t h 
Road to t he Republic 

(Prehistory to 1500 AD) 

Grade 6: Describe how the Mongol Empire 
expanded t rade across Asia and Europe by 
protecting t he Silk Road and explain how this 
increased t he exchange of goods, ideas and 
technologies between civi lizations. 

7th 
America' s Journey from Settlers to 

Superpower 
(1500 AD to 1800s) 

Grade 7: Explain how t rade policies and 
all iances with Spain influenced t he 
American Revolut ion and how Texas 
played a role in global support efforts. 

8th 
From Frontier to Leader: The Story of 

Texas in America 
(Late 1800s to Present) 

Grade 8: Analyze the political, economic 
and social impact of cattle drives and t he 
development of the cattle industry in 
Texas, including how supply and demand, 
rai lroads and access to global markets 
influenced trade and economic growth. 

Layered content is focused on continuity and change in trade throughout history w ith specific examples of globa l, national 
and state act ions and events to think critically about the role of the United States and Texas in a globa l economic context . 

3x3x3 Model 

3 grades (K-2nd) build the 
foundation of the stories of 

America and Texas. 

3 grades (3rd-5th) present a 
survey of topics with a layered 

and chronological approach 
connecting world, U.S., and 

Texas history. 

3 grades (6th-8th) a deeper 
and broader dive into the 
topic from previous grade 

bands. 

This model reinforces key historical 
events to help students build timeline 

awareness and f actual historical 
foundat ions. 



Consider improving K-2nd history coverage and create a layered & chronological sequence in grades 3rd-7th to synthesize a 
culminating study of Texas history in 8th grade. 

K-2nd 
Stories of America and Texas: 

Foundational People, Events, Places and Ideas 

3rd 
World 

The Roots of 
Western 

Civilization 

4th 
World 

The Rise of 
Western 

Civilizat ion 

5th 
United States 

From Sea to 
Sh ining Sea: The 

Found ing of 
America 

6th 
United States 

From Colonies to a 
Country: America's 

Journey in the 
World 

7th 
United States 
The Emergence 

of a Superpower 

..__a_nc_i_en_t_to_ m_o_de_r_n _________________________ ~ 

Legend 

Tex.as History 

United States H istory 

World History 

8th 
Texas 

From Independence to 
Influence 

ancient to modern ~ 
\..'--------~✓-"" 

3x5xl Model 

3 grades (K-2nd) build the foundation of 
the stories of America and Texas. 

5 grades (3rd-7th) present a deep dive 
into topics with a layered and 

chronological approach connecting 
world, U.S., and Texas history. 

1 grade (8th) synthesizes all prior 
content by diving deeply into the history 

of Texas as a leader in the nation and 
world. 



ancient t o modern 

3rd 
The Roots of Western 

Civilization 
(Prehistory to 400s AD) 

Grade 3: Identify early 
legal codes including t he 
laws of ancient Israel and 
t he Code of Hammurabi, 
which influenced the 
development of modern 
legal principles, including 
t he concept of written 
law. 

4th 
The Rise of Western 

Civi lization 
(400s AD to 1500s AD) 

Grade 4: Describe how 
t he Magna Carta was an 
early example of limiting 
government power by 
creating a structure that 
recognized citizens' rights 
and required leaders to 
fo llow agreed-upon laws. 

5th 
From Sea to Shining Sea : 
The Founding of America 

(1500 AD to 1800s) 

Grade 5: Explain how 
Enlightenment ideas such 
as liberty, equality, and 
t he rule of law influenced 
t he development of 
democratic governments, 
including t he US 
constitutional republic. 

6th 
From Colonies to a Country: 

America's Journey in the 
World (Late 1700s to Early 

Grade 6: Describe how 
Reconstruction led to 
changes in the structure of 
government, including new 
amendments to t he 
Constitution and local laws 
that expanded citizens' 
rights and redefined 
government responsibilit ies 
in Texas and t he nation. 

7th 
The United States: The 

Emergence of a 
Superpower 

Grade 7: Compare how 
t he United States 
influenced the 
development of 
democratic governments 
in West Germany and 
South Korea after World 
War 11, including support 
for written constitutions, 
free elections, and 
protections for individual 
rights. 

8th 
Texas: From Independence 
to Influence (Prehistory to 

Present) 

Grade 8: Explain how the 
transit ion from t he 
Republic of Texas to U.S. 
statehood required 
changes to the government 
structure, balancing 
Texans' desire for self-rule 
with t he need to align with 
federal constit ut ional 
principles. 

Layered content builds background on the development of structures and functions of government throughout 
history including concepts such as democratic ideals, rights of citizens and rule of law. 

This model nurtures crit ical thinking by helping students recognize patterns, make connections and anticipate outcomes across historical contexts. 
27 



3rd 4t h 
The Roots of Western The Rise of Western 

Civilization Civilization 
(Prehistory to 400s AD) (400s AD to 1500s AD) 

Grade 3: Describe how 
t rade networks were 
based on supply and 
demand and facilitated by 
geography which 
connected t ribes, 

Grade 4: Explain how t he 
conquest of 
Constantinople severely 
restricted European access 
to t he Silk Road and other 

including t he Maya and 
Clovis, across Texas and 
t he Americas. 

t rade routes, sparking t he 
Age of Explorat ion. 

5th 
From Sea to Shining Sea : 
The Founding of America 

(1500 AD to 1800s) 

Grade 5: Explain how 
Adam Smit h's ideas about 
free markets and limited 
government, known as 
laissez-faire, influenced 
economic t hinking during 
t he American Revolution. 

6th 
From Colonies to a Country: 

America's Journey in t he 
World (Late 1700s to Early 

1900s) 

Grade 6: Describe how t he 
First Industrial Revolution in 
England int roduced new 
technologies and economic 
changes due to private 
property, competition, 
profit motive, and voluntary 
exchange." 

7t h 
The United States: The 

Emergence of a 
Superpower 

Earl 1900s to 2001 

Grade 7: Compare how the 
centrally planned economy 
of the Soviet Union limited 
economic growth in t he 
20th century, while the 
United States experienced 
economic expansion after 
World War II due to 
principles of the free 
market system such as 
compet ition, private 
ownership, and consumer 
choice. 

8th 
Texas: From Independence 
to Influence (Prehistory to 

Present) 

Grade 8: Identify the global 
impact of t he Texas 
Economic Miracle by 
examining key factors such 
as energy production, a 
favorable regulatory 
environment, and a skilled, 
growing labor force. 

Layered content builds knowledge about the formation of economic structures and markets throughout history 
including concepts of supply and demand, limited government, private property, and competition . 

This model nurtures critical thinking by helping students recognize patterns, make connections and anticipate outcomes across historical contexts. 
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Discussion 1: Clearly Define Texas Social Studies Strands 

Discussion 2: Decide on Social Studies Course Sequence Aligned to 
Research 

Discussion 3: Identify Key Topics and Primary Sources within the 
Strands to provide direction when drafting specific TEKS and 
alignment with statutory requirements. 



Establishing the strands and course 
sequence will support the selection of 
key topics and integration of primary 

sources. 

Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.002(a)(l)(D), §28.002(a)(2)(G), §28.002(a)(2)(H), §28.002(h), §28.002(h-3), §28.002(h-11), §28.002(h-1), §28.002(h-2), §28.0021(a)(2), §28.0022, 
§29.907, §29.9071, §29.9072 30 



o Framework Components 
o Strands Recommendations 

o Course Sequence Recommendation 

o Key Topics and Primary Sources - TBD 

o Timelines 
o Finalize Framework in September SBOE 

Meeting 

o Finalize process for TEKS Review and 
Revision in September SBOE Meeting 



• Key people, 
events, places, 
and ideas 

• Understanding 
of, ability to, 
and 
appreciation of 
civics and the 
U.S. form of 
government 

• Emphasis on 
free enterprise 
system and its 
benefits 

• Places, 
features, and 
skills 

• Art, 
architecture, 
writings, and 
religion 

• Key inventions, 
technology and 
their impact 

Required content in statute including informed American patriotism, the harmful effects of Communist Ideology, and 
the use of specific primary sources may be integrated into multiple strands as appropriate. 

Texas Education Code (TEC) §28.002(a)( l )(D), §28.002(a)(2)(G), §28.002(a)(2)(H), §28.002(h), §28.002(h-3), §28.002(h-11), §28.002(h-1), §28.002(h-2), §28.0021(a)(2), §28.0022, 
§29.907, §29.9071, §29.9072 32 



K-2nd 

Consider a course sequence based on the starting point sequence as directed by the SBOE in September 
2022 meeting. Enhancements include improving K-2nd history coverage and offering some layering of 

topics in chronological order in grades 3rd-5th with a repeated depth of study in grades 6th-8th. 

Stories of America and Texas: 3x3x3 Model 
Foundational People, Events, Places and Ideas 

3rd 
Road to the 

Republic 

ancient to modern 

Legend 

Tex.as History 

United States H istory 

World History 

4th 
America's 

Journey from 
Settlers to 

Superpower 

6th 
Road to the 

Republic 

5th 
From Frontier 
to Leader: The 
Story of Texas 

in America 

7th 
America's 

Journey from 
Settlers to 

Superpower 

ancient to modern 

Practice 3: Content is 
chronological within 

grade bands. 

8th 
From Frontier 
to Leader: The 
Story of Texas 

in America 

3 grades (K-2nd) build the 
foundation of the stories of 

America and Texas. 

3 grades (3rd-5th) present a 
survey of topics with a layered 

and chronological approach 
connecting world, U.S., and 

Texas history. 

3 grades (6th-8th) a deeper 
and broader dive into the 
topic from previous grade 

bands. 
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Members Present: 
Aaron Kinsey, Chair; Marisa Perez-Diaz, Member; Jul ie Pickren, Member; and Audrey Young, Member 

Meeting Minutes: 
I. Chair Kinsey ca lled the meeting to order. 
II. The Committee approved t he previous meetings' minutes. 
Ill. The Committee approved the final report and recommendations. 
IV. Chair Kinsey adjourned the meeting. 

35 
*The Committee will not vote but rather provide a report to the State Board of Education. 
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