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Committee on Instruction, April 21, 2026 
 
 

TUESDAY 
April 21, 2026 

 
10:00 a.m. 

 
COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION – Room G-100C 
Members: Audrey Young, chair; Evelyn Brooks, vice chair; Rebecca Bell-Metereau; Pam Little; 
and Gustavo Reveles. A quorum of the State Board of Education may attend the committee meeting 
and discuss items on the committee agenda. 
Public testimony – Individual testimony will be taken at the time the related item comes up for committee 
discussion or action. The procedures for public testimony at State Board of Education committee meetings 
and general board meetings are provided in SBOE Operating Rules.  
 
1. Adoption of Review of 19 TAC Chapter 89, Adaptations 

for Special Populations 
(Adoption of Review) 
(Board agenda page II-1) 
 
Texas Government Code, §2001.039, establishes a four-year 
rule review cycle for all state agency rules, including State 
Board of Education (SBOE) rules. This item presents the 
adoption of the review of 19 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) Chapter 89, Adaptations for Special Populations. The 
rules being reviewed relate to gifted/talented education, 
Texas certificate of high school equivalency, and special 
education services and settings. The statutory authority for 
the rule review is TGC, §2001.039. The statutory authority 
for 19 TAC Chapter 89, Subchapter A, is Texas Education 
Code (TEC), §§29.121; 29.122; 29.123; 39.236; and 48.109; 
for Subchapter C is TEC, §7.111; and for Subchapter D is 
TEC, §30.003 and §30.004, as amended by House Bill (HB) 
2 and Senate Bill (SB) 568, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular 
Session, 2025. 

COMMITTEE - ACTION 
SBOE - TENTATIVELY 

APPROVED 

 
2. Discussion of Proposed Repeal of 19 TAC Chapter 89, 

Adaptations for Special Populations, Subchapter D, 
Special Education Services and Settings, §89.62,  Support 
of Students Enrolled in the Texas School for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired and Texas School for the Deaf  
(Board agenda page II-4) 
 
This item provides the opportunity for the committee to 
discuss the proposed repeal of 19 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) Chapter 89, Adaptations for Special Populations, 
Subchapter D, Special Education Services and Settings, 
§89.62, Support of Students Enrolled in the Texas School for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired and Texas School for the 
Deaf. The proposal would repeal §89.62 as the State Board 
of Education's (SBOE's) statutory authority for the rule was 
removed by House Bill (HB) 2 and Senate Bill (SB) 568, 89th 
Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025.  Statutory 
authority is the Texas Education Code (TEC), §30.003 and 
§30.004, as amended by HB 2 and SB 568, 89th Texas 
Legislature, Regular Session, 2025.  

COMMITTEE – DISCUSSION 
SBOE – NO ACTION 

 
 
 
 

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/leadership/state-board-of-education/sboe-meetings/operating-rules
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COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION (continued) 
 
3. Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 74, 

Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter C, Other 
Provisions,  §74.27, Innovative Courses and Programs  
(Second Reading and Final Adoption) 
(Board agenda page II-6) 
 
This item presents for second reading and final adoption a 
proposed amendment to 19 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter C, 
Other Provisions, §74.27, Innovative Courses and Programs. 
The proposed amendment would update the process for 
review and approval of proposed innovative courses and 
sunset of existing courses and would update requirements for 
implementation of approved innovative courses.  No changes 
are recommended since approved for first reading. Statutory 
authority is the Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(f). 
 

COMMITTEE – ACTION 
SBOE – TENTATIVELY 

APPROVED 

 
4. Approval of Updates and Substitutions to Approved 

Instructional Materials 
(Board agenda page II-12) 
 
This item provides an opportunity for the committee and 
board to approve update and/or substitution requests received 
for State Board of Education (SBOE)-adopted or approved 
products. The updated content has been posted for public 
review. Statutory authority is the Texas Education Code 
(TEC), §31.003 and §31.022.   

COMMITTEE – ACTION 
SBOE – TENTATIVELY 

APPROVED 

 
 
5. Proposed Repeal of 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum 

Requirements, Subchapter A, Required Curriculum, 
§74.4, English Language Proficiency Standards  
(Second Reading and Final Adoption) 
(Board agenda page II-14) 
 
This item presents for second reading and final adoption the 
proposed repeal of 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 
Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter A, 
Required Curriculum, §74.4, English Language Proficiency 
Standards. The proposed repeal would remove the English 
Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) for Kindergarten-
Grade 12 in §74.4 that will be superseded by 19 TAC 
§120.20, English Language Proficiency Standards, 
Kindergarten-Grade 3, Adopted 2024, and §120.21, English 
Language Proficiency Standards, Grades 4-12, Adopted 
2024, beginning with the 2026-2027 school year. No changes 
are recommended since approved for first reading. Statutory 
authority is the Texas Education Code (TEC), §§7.102(c)(4), 
28.002(a) and 29.051. 

COMMITTEE – ACTION 
SBOE – TENTATIVELY 

APPROVED 

 
 



Committee on Instruction, April 21, 2026 
 
 
COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION (continued) 
 
6. Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 74, 

Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter B, Graduation 
Requirements, §74.14, Performance Acknowledgments  
(Second Reading and Final Adoption) 
(Board agenda page II-18) 
 
This item presents for second reading and final adoption a 
proposed amendment to 19 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter B, 
Graduation Requirements, §74.14, Performance 
Acknowledgments. The proposed amendment would update 
the minimum score required for a performance 
acknowledgement on the SAT,  align language related to 
ACT with language related to SAT, and add the Classic 
Learning Test® and Preliminary SAT (PSAT) 10 to 
appropriate performance acknowledgments. No changes are 
recommended since approved for first reading. Statutory 
authority is the Texas Education Code (TEC), §7.102(c)(4) 
and §28.025(c-5). 

COMMITTEE – ACTION 
SBOE – TENTATIVELY 

APPROVED 
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Information Materials 
 
1. State Board of Education Operating Rules (amended January 28, 2025) 

Operating Rules | State Board of Education 
 
 
2. 2025-2029 Rule Review Plan for State Board of Education Rules 

2025-2029 Rule Review Plan for State Board of Education Rules | State Board of Education 
 

https://sboe.texas.gov/state-board-of-education/sboe-meetings/operating-rules
https://sboe.texas.gov/state-board-of-education/sboe-2025/sboe-2025-september/2025-2029-rule-review-plan-for-state-board-of-education-rules
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Adoption of Review of 19 TAC Chapter 89, Adaptations for Special Populations 
(Adoption of Review) 

 
 
April 21, 2026 
 
COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION: ACTION 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION: TEMPORARILY APPROVED 
 
SUMMARY: Texas Government Code (TGC), §2001.039, establishes a four-year rule review cycle for 
all state agency rules, including State Board of Education (SBOE) rules. This item presents the adoption 
of the review of 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 89, Adaptations for Special Populations. 
The rules being reviewed relate to gifted/talented education, Texas certificate of high school equivalency, 
and special education services and settings. 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: The statutory authority for the rule review is TGC, §2001.039. The 
statutory authority for 19 TAC Chapter 89, Subchapter A, is Texas Education Code (TEC), §§29.121; 
29.122; 29.123; 39.236; and 48.109; for Subchapter C is TEC, §7.111; and for Subchapter D is TEC, 
§30.003 and §30.004, as amended by House Bill (HB) 2 and Senate Bill (SB) 568, 89th Texas 
Legislature, Regular Session, 2025.  
 
Texas Government Code, §2001.039, requires all state agencies to review their rules at least once every 
four years.  
 
Subchapter A. Gifted/Talented Education 
 
TEC, §29.121, establishes the definition of a gifted and talented student. 
 
TEC, §29.122, establishes that each school district shall adopt a process for identifying and serving gifted 
and talented students. 
 
TEC, §29.123, establishes that the State Board of Education (SBOE) shall develop and update a state plan 
for the education of gifted and talented students to guide school districts. 
 
TEC, §39.236, establishes criteria for the commissioner to adopt standards to evaluate school district 
programs for gifted and talented students. 
 
TEC, §48.109, establishes criteria for utilizing the gifted and talented student allotment funds. 
 
Subchapter C. Texas Certificate of High School Equivalency 
 
TEC, §7.111, authorizes the SBOE to adopt rules for the development and delivery of high school 
equivalency examinations and the provision for the administration of the examinations online, including a 
procedure for verifying the identity of the person taking the examination and the establishment and 
required payment of fees. 
 
Subchapter D. Special Education Services and Settings 
 
TEC, §30.003, prior to amendment by HB 2 and SB 568, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, 
authorized the SBOE to set a date by rule on which school districts and state institutions shall provide to 
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/?tab=1&code=ED&chapter=ED.7&artSec=7.111
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/?tab=1&code=ED&chapter=ED.30&artSec=30.003
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/?tab=1&code=ED&chapter=ED.30&artSec=30.004


the commissioner the necessary information to determine the district's share of cost for a student's 
education at the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired or Texas School for the Deaf and adopt 
rules as necessary to implement this section of the TEC. 
 
TEC, §30.004, prior to amendment by HB 2 and SB 568, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, 
authorized the SBOE to adopt rules prescribing the information that school districts shall provide to 
parents or other persons having lawful control of a student about programs and services available at the 
Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired or the Texas School for the Deaf. This information is to 
include the availability of programs offered by state institutions for which the student may be eligible; the 
eligibility requirements and admission conditions imposed by each of those state institutions; and the 
rights of students regarding admission to those state institutions and the appeal of admission decisions. 
 
The full text of statutory citations can be found in the links above. 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION: The review of Chapter 89 was presented to the Committee on 
Instruction for discussion at the January 2026 meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION: The SBOE rules in Chapter 89 are 
organized as follows: Subchapter A, Gifted/Talented Education; Subchapter C, Texas Certificate of High 
School Equivalency; and Subchapter D, Special Education Services and Settings. Following is a summary 
of each subchapter. 
 
Subchapter A. Gifted/Talented Education 
 
The rules in this subchapter clarify requirements for local educational agencies (LEAs) regarding 
identification and services for students; professional development for teachers, counselors, and 
administrators; financial responsibility; and program accountability. The rules have been used as the 
foundation of the Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students since November 1996.  
 
Subchapter C. Texas Certificate of High School Equivalency 
 
The rules in this subchapter provide for high school equivalency testing in the state, including the 
establishment of testing centers; eligibility requirements for the Texas Certificate of High School 
Equivalency; and requirements for examinee identification, retesting, testing accommodations for 
examinees with documented disabilities, and issuance of the certificate. 
 
Subchapter D. Special Education Services and Settings 
 
The rule in this subchapter establishes support for students enrolled in the Texas School for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired and Texas School for the Deaf. The statutory authority for the rule, TEC, §30.003 and 
§30.004, was amended by HB 2 and SB 568, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025. The 
legislation transferred rulemaking authority to the commissioner of education effective June 20, 2025; 
therefore, it is necessary for the SBOE to repeal the rule. Because the rule will be repealed, it is not 
subject to the rule review requirement under Texas Government Code, §2001.039. 
 
This item presents the rule review of 19 TAC Chapter 89, which is designed to ensure that the SBOE 
continues to have statutory authority for these rules and that the reason for adopting these rules continues 
to exist. The text of Chapter 89 is not included as an attachment to this item; however, the rules are 
viewable on the TEA website at https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/texas-administrative-
code/19-tac-chapter-89. 

II-2

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/texas-administrative-code/19-tac-chapter-89
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/texas-administrative-code/19-tac-chapter-89


 
If authorized by the SBOE, TEA will file the adopted review with the Texas Register stating that the 
SBOE finds the reasons for adopting Chapter 89, Subchapters A and C, continue to exist. The filing of the 
adopted review stating that the reasons for adoption continue to exist would not preclude any amendments 
that may be proposed at different dates through a separate rulemaking process. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: TEA filed the proposed review of Chapter 89, Subchapters A and C, with the 
Texas Register following the January 2026 SBOE meeting. The public comment period on the proposed 
review began February 27, 2026, and ended at 5:00 p.m. on March 30, 2026. At the time this item was 
prepared, no comments had been received regarding this review. Any public comments received will be 
provided to the SBOE during the April 2026 meeting. The SBOE will take registered oral and written 
comments on the proposed review at the appropriate committee meeting in April 2026 in accordance with 
the SBOE operating policies and procedures. 
 
MOTION TO BE CONSIDERED: The Committee on Instruction: 
 

Adopt the review of 19 TAC Chapter 89, Adaptations for Special Populations, Subchapter A, 
Gifted/Talented Education, and Subchapter C, Texas Certificate of High School Equivalency. 

 
Staff Members Responsible: 
Kristin McGuire, Deputy Commissioner, Special Populations and Student Supports 
Laura Briones, Director, Special Populations Policy and Compliance 
Cindee Tonnesen, Program Manager, High School Equivalency and Student Recognition Programs 
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Discussion of Proposed Repeal of 19 TAC Chapter 89, Adaptations for Special Populations, 
Subchapter D, Special Education Services and Settings, §89.62, Support of Students Enrolled in the 

Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and Texas School for the Deaf 
 
 
April 21, 2026 
 
COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION: DISCUSSION 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION: NO ACTION 
 
SUMMARY: This item provides the opportunity for the committee to discuss the proposed repeal of 19 
Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 89, Adaptations for Special Populations, Subchapter D, 
Special Education Services and Settings, §89.62, Support of Students Enrolled in the Texas School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired and Texas School for the Deaf. The proposal would repeal §89.62 as the 
State Board of Education's (SBOE's) statutory authority for the rule was removed by House Bill (HB) 2 
and Senate Bill (SB) 568, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025. 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Texas Education Code (TEC), §30.003 and §30.004, as amended by HB 
2 and SB 568, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025.  
 
HB 2 and SB 568, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, amended TEC, §30.003, to repeal the 
authority of the SBOE to set a date by rule on which school districts and state institutions shall provide to 
the commissioner the necessary information to determine the district's share of cost for a student's 
education at the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired or Texas School for the Deaf and adopt 
rules as necessary to implement this section of the TEC. 
 
HB 2 and SB 568, 89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, amended TEC, §30.004, to repeal the 
authority of the SBOE to adopt rules prescribing the information that school districts shall provide to 
parents or other persons having lawful control of a student about programs and services available at the 
Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired or the Texas School for the Deaf. HB 2 and SB 568, 
89th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, removed the SBOE's authority for this rule. 
 
The full text of statutory citations can be found in the links above. 
 
FUTURE ACTION EXPECTED: The proposed repeal of §89.62 will be presented for first reading and 
filing authorization to the SBOE at the June 2026 meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION: Section 89.62 establishes support of 
students enrolled in the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and Texas School for the Deaf.  
 
HB 2 and SB 568 modified TEC, §30.003 and §30.004, to remove the SBOE's authority for the rule. 
 
Staff Members Responsible: 
Kristin McGuire, Deputy Commissioner, Special Populations and Student Supports 
Laura Briones, Director, Special Populations Policy and Compliance 
 
Attachment: 
Text of Proposed Repeal of 19 TAC Chapter 89, Adaptations for Special Populations, Subchapter D, 
Special Education Services and Settings, §89.62, Support of Students Enrolled in the Texas School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired and Texas School for the Deaf 
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ATTACHMENT 
Text of 19 Proposed Repeal of 19 TAC 

Chapter 89. Adaptations for Special Populations 

[Subchapter D. Special Education Services and Settings] 

[§89.62. Support of Students Enrolled in the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and Texas 
School for the Deaf.] 

[(a) For each student enrolled in the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired or Texas School for the 
Deaf, the school district responsible for providing appropriate special education and related services to the 
student shall share the cost of the student's education (excluding the summer programs) as provided under 
the Texas Education Code, §30.003. 

(1) The information required in accordance with the Texas Education Code, §30.003(d), must be 
submitted in a form prescribed by the commissioner of education within 30 calendar days after the 
student enrolls in the Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired or Texas School for the 
Deaf. 

(2) School districts required to remit their shares to the Texas Education Agency in accordance with 
the Texas Education Code, §30.003(d), shall do so within 60 days of notification by the 
commissioner of education. 

(b) School districts shall provide, annually, in writing to each parent or legal guardian of an eligible student 
with visual or auditory impairments, the information specified in the Texas Education Code, §30.004(a)(1-
3), before considering the student's placement for special education services.] 
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Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter C, Other 
Provisions, §74.27, Innovative Courses and Programs 

(Second Reading and Final Adoption) 
 
 
April 21, 2026 
 
COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION: ACTION 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION: TEMPORARILY APPROVED 
 
SUMMARY: This item presents for second reading and final adoption a proposed amendment to  
19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter C, Other 
Provisions, §74.27, Innovative Courses and Programs. The proposed amendment would update the 
process for review and approval of proposed innovative courses and sunset of existing courses and would 
update requirements for implementation of approved innovative courses. No changes are recommended 
since approved for first reading. 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Texas Education Code (TEC), §28.002(f). 
 
TEC, §28.002(f), authorizes local school districts to offer courses in addition to those in the required 
curriculum for local credit and requires the State Board of Education (SBOE) to be flexible in approving a 
course for credit for high school graduation.  
 
The full text of statutory citations can be found in the link above. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: The proposed effective date of the proposed amendment is 20 days after filing as 
adopted with the Texas Register. Under TEC, §7.102(f), the SBOE must approve the rule action at second 
reading and final adoption by a vote of two-thirds of its members to specify an effective date earlier than 
the beginning of the 2026-2027 school year. The earlier effective date will allow for adjustments to be 
made, as necessary, to the process to be used for consideration of innovative courses in future school 
years.  
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION: The SBOE adopted §74.27 effective September 1, 1996, with 
amendments effective September 1, 1998; September 1, 2001; December 25, 2007; December 25, 2019; 
February 26, 2023; February 18, 2024; and November 10, 2024. A discussion item on §74.27 was 
presented to the Committee on Instruction at the September 2025 SBOE meeting. A proposed amendment 
to §74.27 was presented to the Committee on Instruction for first reading and filing authorization at the 
November 2025 SBOE meeting. The item was not approved by the SBOE at its general meeting due to a 
procedural error. At the January 2026 meeting, the SBOE approved the proposed amendment to §74.27 
for first reading and filing authorization. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION: After the SBOE adopted new rules 
concerning graduation requirements, the previously approved experimental courses were phased out as of 
August 31, 1998. Following the adoption of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), school 
districts now submit requests for innovative course approval for courses that do not have TEKS. The 
process outlined in §74.27 provides authority for the SBOE to approve innovative courses. Each year, the 
Texas Education Agency (TEA) provides the opportunity for school districts and other entities to submit 
applications for proposed innovative courses. TEA staff works with applicants to fine tune their 
applications, which are then submitted to the Committee on Instruction for consideration. 
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At the June 2023 meeting, the Committee on Instruction discussed an amendment to §74.27 to add a 
provision for the sunset of innovative courses that meet certain criteria. The board approved for second 
reading and final adoption the proposed amendment to §74.27 at its August-September 2023 meeting. At 
the November 2023 SBOE meeting, the board approved for second reading and final adoption the 
proposed amendment to §74.27, which included as a criteria for consideration for sunset a provision that a 
course must have been approved for at least three years and meet at least one additional criteria. When 
TEA staff filed the rule as adopted with the Texas Register, the filing did not include the provision that a 
course must have been approved for at least three years and meet at least one additional criteria to be 
considered for sunset. The amendment became effective February 18, 2024. In order to correct the error 
made by TEA, the board adopted an additional amendment effective November 10, 2024.  
 
At the September 2025 meeting, the Committee on Instruction discussed the innovative course approval 
process and asked TEA staff to prepare a possible amendment to the rule for the committee to consider. 
At the November 2025 SBOE meeting, a proposed amendment to §74.27 was presented for first reading 
and filing authorization to the Committee on Instruction and recommended for SBOE approval. Due to a 
procedural error, the item was not approved by the SBOE at its general meeting. The proposed 
amendment to §74.27 was approved by the SBOE for first reading and filing authorization at its January 
2026 meeting.  
 
The attachment to this item reflects the proposed amendment to §74.27 for consideration by the board for 
second reading and final adoption. The proposed amendment would set more specific criteria for a course 
to be considered by the board as an innovative course; establish new timelines for SBOE action related to 
innovative courses; clarify requirements related to instructional materials for innovative courses; and 
adjust requirements for implementation of approved innovative courses. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
 
TEA has determined that there are no additional costs to state or local government, including school 
districts and open-enrollment charter schools, required to comply with the proposal. 
 
LOCAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
The proposal has no effect on local economy; therefore, no local employment impact statement is 
required under Texas Government Code, §2001.022. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS, MICROBUSINESS, AND RURAL COMMUNITY IMPACT: No changes 
have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
 
The proposal has no direct adverse economic impact for small businesses, microbusinesses, or rural 
communities; therefore, no regulatory flexibility analysis specified in Texas Government Code, 
§2006.002, is required. 
 
COST INCREASE TO REGULATED PERSONS: No changes have been made to this section since 
published as proposed. 
 
The proposal does not impose a cost on regulated persons, another state agency, a special district, or a 
local government and, therefore, is not subject to Texas Government Code, §2001.0045. 
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TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
The proposal does not impose a burden on private real property and, therefore, does not constitute a 
taking under Texas Government Code, §2007.043. 
 
GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
TEA staff prepared a Government Growth Impact Statement assessment for this proposed rulemaking. 
During the first five years the proposed rulemaking would be in effect, it would expand an existing 
regulation by setting more specific criteria for a course to be considered by the board as an innovative 
course, establishing new timelines for SBOE action related to innovative courses, and further clarifying 
other components of the rule. 
 
The proposed rulemaking would not create or eliminate a government program; would not require the 
creation of new employee positions or elimination of existing employee positions; would not require an 
increase or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the agency; would not require an increase or 
decrease in fees paid to the agency; would not create a new regulation; would not limit or repeal an 
existing regulation; would not increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to its applicability; 
and would not positively or adversely affect the state's economy. 
 
PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST TO PERSONS: No changes have been made to this section since 
published as proposed. 
 
The proposal would update the process for review and approval of proposed innovative courses and 
sunset of existing courses and would update requirements for implementation of approved innovative 
courses. There is no anticipated economic cost to persons who are required to comply with the proposal. 
 
DATA AND REPORTING IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
The proposal would have no data or reporting impact. 
 
PRINCIPAL AND CLASSROOM TEACHER PAPERWORK REQUIREMENTS: No changes 
have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
 
TEA has determined that the proposal would not require a written report or other paperwork to be 
completed by a principal or classroom teacher. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Following the January 2026 SBOE meeting, notice of the proposed amendment 
was filed with the Texas Register, initiating the public comment period. The public comment period 
began February 27, 2026, and ended at 5:00 p.m. on March 30, 2026. No comments had been received at 
the time this item was prepared. A summary of public comments received will be provided to the SBOE 
prior to and during the April 2026 meeting. The SBOE will take registered oral and written comments on 
the proposal at the appropriate committee meeting in April 2026 in accordance with the SBOE board 
operating policies and procedures.  
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MOTION TO BE CONSIDERED: The Committee on Instruction: 
 

Approve for second reading and final adoption the proposed amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 74, 
Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter C, Other Provisions, §74.27, Innovative Courses and 
Programs; and 
 
Make an affirmative finding that immediate adoption of the proposed amendment to 19 TAC 
Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter C, Other Provisions, §74.27, Innovative 
Courses and Programs, is necessary and shall have an effective date of 20 days after filing with 
the Texas Register. (Per TEC, §7.102(f), a vote of two-thirds of the members of the board is 
necessary for an earlier effective date.) 

 
Staff Member Responsible: 
Shannon Trejo, Deputy Commissioner, School Programs 
 
Attachment: 
Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter C, Other Provisions, 
§74.27, Innovative Courses and Programs  
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ATTACHMENT 
Text of Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC  

Chapter 74. Curriculum Requirements 

Subchapter C. Other Provisions 

§74.27. Innovative Courses and Programs. 

(a) A school district may offer innovative courses to enable students to master knowledge, skills, and 
competencies not included in the essential knowledge and skills of the required curriculum. After the State 
Board of Education (SBOE) approves an application for a new course or a renewal, a district shall obtain 
local board approval prior to offering the course. 

(1) The SBOE [State Board of Education (SBOE)] may approve discipline-based courses in the 
foundation or enrichment curriculum and courses that do not fall within any of the subject areas 
listed in the foundation and enrichment curricula when the applying school district or organization 
demonstrates at least one of the following: [that the proposed course is academically rigorous and 
addresses documented student needs.] 

(A) is academically rigorous and addresses documented student needs; 

(B) applies to a specialized group of students such as students with disabilities or 
gifted/talented students; 

(C) is content agnostic and supports generalized skills that prepare students for career and/or 
college; or 

(D) a need is identified in an emerging career and technical education (CTE) field or related 
to a regional program of study for a course that does not already exist as a Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)-based course.  

(2) The SBOE shall take action related to innovative courses on the following timelines. 

(A) An application window shall be made available every two years for new courses.  

(B) For existing courses, at the appropriate three-year or four-year mark as described by 
paragraph (8) of this subsection, the SBOE shall: 

(i) invite the applicant to submit updates to be considered as part of a renewal; 

(ii) set the course for expiration; or 

(iii) initiate a process for the course to become a TEKS-based course. 

(C) Notice of an upcoming application opportunity shall be published on the SBOE website 
at least six months in advance of the start of the application window. 

(D) Applications for new courses and renewals shall be posted on the Texas Education 
Agency (TEA) website for public comment at least 30 days prior to SBOE action. 

(E) Applications for new courses and renewals shall be approved not later than the January 
SBOE meeting for implementation of a course in the subsequent school year. 

(3) [(2)] Applications shall not be approved if the proposed course significantly duplicates the content of a 
TEKS-based [Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)-based] course or can reasonably be 
taught within an existing TEKS-based course. 

(4) [(3)] To request approval from the SBOE, the applying school district or organization must submit a 
request for approval , including the following information, within the window designated by the 
SBOE [at least six months before planned implementation that includes] : 

(A) a description of the course and its essential knowledge and skills; 
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(B) the rationale and justification for the request in terms of student need; 

(C) data that demonstrates successful piloting of the course in Texas; 

[(D) a description of activities, major resources, and materials to be used;] 

(D) [(E)] the methods of evaluating student outcomes; 

(E) [(F)] the qualifications of the teacher; 

(F) [(G)] any training required in order to teach the course and any associated costs; 

(G) [(H)] the amount of credit requested; and 

(H) [(I)] a copy of or electronic access to any teacher resources and student-facing instructional 
materials required to teach [recommended instructional resources for] the course. 

(5) [(4)] To request approval for a career and technical education innovative course, the applying school 
district or organization must submit with its request for approval evidence that the course is 
aligned with state and/or regional labor market data. 

(6) [(5)] To request approval of a new innovative course, the applying school district or organization must 
submit with its request for approval evidence that the course has been successfully piloted in its 
entirety in at least one school in the state of Texas. 

(7) [(6)] The requirements of paragraphs (4)(C) [(3)(C)] and (6) [(5)] of this subsection do not apply to the 
consideration of a course developed to support a program of study in career and technical 
education. 

(8) [(7)] Newly approved innovative courses shall be approved for a period of three years, and courses 
approved for renewal shall be approved for a period of four [five] years. 

(9) [(8)] Following SBOE approval, with [With] the approval of the local board of trustees, a school district 
may offer, without changes or deletions to the approved standards and instructional materials 
[content] , any state-approved innovative course. 

(10) [(9)] TEA [Texas Education Agency] shall review all approved innovative courses once every 
year [two years] and provide for consideration for sunset a list of innovative courses that have 
been approved as an innovative course for at least three years and meet at least one of the 
following criteria: 

(A) zero enrollment for the previous two years; 

(B) average enrollment of less than 100 students statewide for the previous three years; 

(C) student enrollment at an average of fewer than 20 districts or charter schools statewide 
for the previous three years; 

(D) duplicative of another innovative or TEKS-based course; or 

(E) approved for implementation as a TEKS-based course. 

(b) An ethnic studies course that has been approved by the SBOE as an innovative course shall be considered 
by the SBOE at a subsequent meeting for inclusion in the TEKS. 

(1) Only comprehensive ethnic studies courses in Native American studies, Latino studies, African 
American studies, and/or Asian Pacific Islander studies, inclusive of history, government, 
economics, civic engagement, culture, and science and technology, shall be considered by the 
SBOE. 

(2) The chair of the Committee on Instruction, in accordance with SBOE Operating Rule 2.5(b), shall 
collaborate with the board chair to place the item on the next available Committee on Instruction 
agenda following SBOE approval of the innovative course. 
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Approval of Updates and Substitutions to Approved Instructional Materials 
 
April 21, 2026 
 
COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION: ACTION 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION: TEMPORARILY APPROVED 
 
SUMMARY: This item provides an opportunity for the committee and board to approve update and/or 
substitution requests received for State Board of Education (SBOE)-adopted or approved products. The 
updated content has been posted for public review. 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Texas Education Code (TEC), §31.003 and §31.022.  
 
TEC, §31.003, permits the State Board of Education (SBOE) to adopt rules for the adoption, requisition, 
distribution, care, use, and disposal of instructional materials.  
 
TEC, §31.022(b), requires the SBOE to adopt rules to provide for a full and complete investigation of 
instructional materials for each subject in the foundation curriculum and for each subject in the 
enrichment curriculum. 
   
The full text of statutory citations can be found in the links above.  
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION: In January 2025, the SBOE approved requests from Studies Weekly to 
update content in its social studies grades K–5 products. 
 
In April 2025, the SBOE approved a request from Texas Education Agency to update content in its 
Bluebonnet Learning ELAR Grades K, 2, 4, and 5. 
 
In June 2025, the SBOE approved a request from Decker & Associates, Inc to update content in its 
Personal Financial Literacy & Economics for Real Life products, adopted under Proclamation 2024, and 
Accelerate Learning Inc. to update content in its STEMscopes Texas Math grades K–8 and Algebra I 
products approved as part of IMRA Cycle 2024. 
 
In July 2025, the SBOE approved a request from Accelerate Learning Inc. to update content in its 
STEMscopes Texas Math grades K–8 and Algebra I products approved as part of IMRA Cycle 2024. 
 
In January 2026, the SBOE approved update requests for previously adopted materials through a 
proclamation review or approved through the IMRA process from Agile Mind, Inc. to update content in 
its Texas Algebra II, and Texas Algebra II materials, Just Right Reader, Inc., in its Decodables Plus de 
Tercer Grado materials, OpenStax, Rice University in its Algebra I materials, Really Great Reading 
Company in its K–2 Phonics materials, Countdown Texas Edition, Blast Foundations Texas Edition, and 
HD Word Texas Edition. The SBOE also tabled The Texas Education Agency update requests   for 
Bluebonnet Learning Secondary Mathematics Grades 6-8, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and Spanish 
Mathematics Grade 6, Bluebonnet Learning Mathematics Grades K–5 English and Spanish mathematics, 
and Bluebonnet Learning Reading Language Arts for Grades K–5 English and Spanish language arts and 
reading. The Bluebonnet materials were later considered and approved at the February 2026 Special 
Called meeting.    
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION: Administrative rules in 19 TAC 
§67.39 (pertaining to Updates to Approved Instructional Materials) permit a publisher to submit a request 
for approval to update content in SBOE-approved instructional materials.   
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A publisher requesting approval of a content update shall provide a written request in a 
manner designated by the commissioner that includes an explanation of the reason for the update. This 
requirement includes electronic instructional materials and Internet products for which all users receive 
the same updates. The request must be accompanied by an electronic sample of the proposed updates. 
Proposed changes shall be posted on the Texas Education Agency (TEA) website for a minimum of 30 
calendar days prior to approval.  
 
MOTION TO BE CONSIDERED: The Committee on Instruction: 
 
Approve requests to update content previously approved through the IMRA process from: 
 

• Amplify Education, Inc. in their Amplify Desmos Math Texas GK–5 full-subject mathematics 
materials;  

• Edmentum, Inc. in their Exact Path Mathematics–Grades K–5 supplemental mathematics 
materials; 

• Heinemann in their K–2 Texas Saxon Reading Foundations Teacher Resource Package English 
phonics materials; 

• HMH Education Company in their HMH Into Reading Texas Version 2 Grades K–5 full-subject 
English language arts and reading materials, HMH ¡Arriba la lectura! Texas Version 2 Grades 
K–5 full-subject Spanish language arts materials, and HMH Math 180 Texas Grades 3-
8 and HMH Math 180 Flex Texas 3–8 supplemental mathematics materials;  

• I Love to Read in Spanish, LLC in their Spanish phonics materials, ¡Estoy Listo! - Desarrollo de 
Habilidades Fundamentales de Lectoescritura, Kínder and Poquito a Poco-Desarrollo 
de Habilidades Fundamentales de Lectoescritura, Grado 1; 

• Lowman Education in their 3rd–8th Grade Math and Algebra I supplemental mathematics 
materials and their 6th Grade RLA full-subject English language arts and reading materials;  

• MIND Education in their ST Math Texas Grades K–5 supplemental mathematics materials; 
• Perfection Learning Corporation in their Measuring Up to the TEKS Mathematics Grade 3 

Student /Teacher Package, Measuring Up to the TEKS Mathematics Grade 4 Student /Teacher 
Package, Measuring Up to the TEKS Mathematics Grade 5 Student /Teacher Package 
supplemental mathematics materials; 

• Progress Learning, LLC to in their Progress Learning 3rd Grade–8th Grade Mathematics, 
Progress Learning Algebra I EOC, Progress Learning Algebra II, Progress Learning Geometry 
supplemental mathematics materials; and 

• Scholastic in their Ready4Reading Grades K–3 English phonics materials. 
 
with the requirement that all approved changes be reflected in the digital formats of the materials within 
30 days of approval by the SBOE, and that identical updates to print formats be incorporated into the 
publisher’s or manufacturer’s next press run. 
 
 
Staff Members Responsible: 
Amie Phillips, Deputy Director, Instructional Materials Review and Approval 
Colin Dempsey, Senior Division Director, District Operations, Technology, and Sustainability Supports  
 
Attachment:  
IMRA-approved Content Changes | 2026  
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Proposed Repeal of 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter A, Required 
Curriculum, §74.4, English Language Proficiency Standards  

(Second Reading and Final Adoption) 
 
 
April 21, 2026 
 
COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION: ACTION 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION: TEMPORARILY APPROVED 
 
SUMMARY: This item presents for second reading and final adoption the proposed repeal of 19 Texas 
Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter A, Required Curriculum, 
§74.4, English Language Proficiency Standards. The proposed repeal would remove the English 
Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) for Kindergarten-Grade 12 in §74.4 that will be superseded by 
19 TAC §120.20, English Language Proficiency Standards, Kindergarten-Grade 3, Adopted 2024, and 
§120.21, English Language Proficiency Standards, Grades 4-12, Adopted 2024, beginning with the 2026-
2027 school year. No changes are recommended since approved for first reading. 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Texas Education Code (TEC), §§7.102(c)(4), 28.002(a), and 29.051. 
 
TEC, §7.102(c)(4), requires the State Board of Education (SBOE) to establish curriculum and graduation 
requirements.  
 
TEC, §28.002(a), identifies the subjects of the required curriculum. 
 
TEC, §29.051, establishes bilingual education and special language programs in public schools and 
provides supplemental financial assistance to help school districts meet the extra costs of the programs. 
 
The full text of statutory citations can be found in the links above. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: The proposed effective date of the proposed repeal is August 1, 2026. Under TEC, 
§7.102(f), the SBOE must approve the rule action at second reading and final adoption by a vote of two-
thirds of its members to specify an effective date earlier than the beginning of the 2026-2027 school year. 
The earlier effective date will remove the ELPS and related implementation language that will be 
superseded by 19 TAC §120.20 and §120.21 beginning with the 2026-2027 school year to avoid 
confusion. 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION: The SBOE originally adopted the ELPS in 2007 for implementation in 
the 2007-2008 school year. The SBOE adopted new ELPS for Kindergarten-Grade 3 and Grades 4-12 in 
September 2024. At the January 2026 SBOE meeting, the board approved for first reading and filing 
authorization the proposed repeal of §74.4.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION: In 1998, standards for English as a 
second language (ESL) for students in Kindergarten-Grade 12 were adopted as part of 19 TAC  
Chapter 128, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Spanish Language Arts and Reading and English 
as a Second Language. In a subsequent Title III monitoring visit, the U.S. Department of Education 
(USDE) indicated that there was insufficient evidence demonstrating that the ESL standards outlined in 
19 TAC Chapter 128 were aligned to state academic content and achievement standards in mathematics, 
as required by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), §2113(b)(2). In November 2007, the SBOE 
adopted the ELPS as part of 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, to comply with NCLB 
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requirements. The adopted ELPS in §74.4 clarified that state standards in English language acquisition 
must be implemented as an integral part of the instruction in each foundation and enrichment subject. 
Additionally, English language proficiency levels of beginning, intermediate, advanced, and advanced 
high in the domains of listening, speaking, reading, and writing were established as part of the ELPS, as 
required by NCLB. The superseded second language acquisition standards in 19 TAC Chapter 128 were 
also repealed in September 2008 during the process of revising the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) in 19 TAC Chapters 110 and 128. 
 
The SBOE began review and revision of the ELPS in 2019, in accordance with the SBOE's approved 
TEKS and instructional materials review schedule. Applications to serve on ELPS review work groups 
were posted on the Texas Education Agency (TEA) website in December 2018, and TEA distributed a 
survey to collect information from educators regarding the current ELPS. Work groups were convened in 
March, May, August, September, and October 2019. In September 2019, the USDE indicated that Texas 
only partially met the requirements of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended 
by the Every Student Succeeds Act, and requested additional evidence that the ELPS are aligned to the 
state's academic content standards and contain language proficiency expectations needed for emergent 
bilingual students to demonstrate achievement of the state academic standards appropriate to each grade 
level/grade band in at least reading language arts, mathematics, and science. 
 
In response to feedback from work group members and the USDE, TEA staff convened a panel of experts 
in second language acquisition from Texas institutions of higher education to complete an analysis of the 
work group recommendations and current research on English language acquisition. Based on the panel's 
findings and direction from the SBOE, TEA executed personal services contracts with the panel members 
and a representative of an education service center to prepare a draft of revisions to the ELPS. Text of the 
draft ELPS completed by the expert panel was presented to the SBOE at the June 2023 SBOE meeting.  
 
Applications to serve on the 2023-2024 ELPS review work groups were collected by TEA from June 
2023 through January 2024. TEA staff provided SBOE members with applications for approval to serve 
on ELPS work groups in July, September, and December 2023 and January 2024. ELPS review work 
groups were convened in August, September, and November 2023 and March 2024 with the charge of 
reviewing and revising the expert panel's draft. In April 2024, the SBOE held a discussion item on the 
proposed new ELPS, and in May and June 2024, TEA convened a final work group to complete the 
recommendations for the new ELPS. 
 
In September 2024, the SBOE adopted new ELPS for implementation in the 2026-2027 school year to 
ensure the standards are current and comply with federal requirements. The proposed repeal would 
remove the ELPS in §74.4 that will be superseded by the new ELPS in 19 TAC §120.20 and §120.21 
beginning with the 2026-2027 school year. 
 
Due to the volume of text proposed for repeal, the rule text is not included as an attachment in this 
agenda. However, the rules can be found on the TEA website at https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-
rules/texas-administrative-code/19-tac-chapter-74.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
 
TEA has determined that there are no additional costs to state or local government, including school 
districts and open-enrollment charter schools, required to comply with the proposal. 
 
LOCAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
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The proposal has no effect on local economy; therefore, no local employment impact statement is 
required under Texas Government Code, §2001.022. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS, MICROBUSINESS, AND RURAL COMMUNITY IMPACT: No changes 
have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
 
The proposal has no direct adverse economic impact for small businesses, microbusinesses, or rural 
communities; therefore, no regulatory flexibility analysis specified in Texas Government Code, 
§2006.002, is required. 
 
COST INCREASE TO REGULATED PERSONS: No changes have been made to this section since 
published as proposed. 
 
The proposal does not impose a cost on regulated persons, another state agency, a special district, or a 
local government and, therefore, is not subject to Texas Government Code, §2001.0045. 
 
TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
The proposal does not impose a burden on private real property and, therefore, does not constitute a 
taking under Texas Government Code, §2007.043. 
 
GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
TEA staff prepared a Government Growth Impact Statement assessment for this proposed rulemaking. 
During the first five years the proposed rulemaking would be in effect, it would repeal an existing 
regulation by removing outdated ELPS that will be superseded by a newly adopted set of ELPS. 
 
The proposed rulemaking would not create or eliminate a government program; would not require the 
creation of new employee positions or elimination of existing employee positions; would not require an 
increase or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the agency; would not require an increase or 
decrease in fees paid to the agency; would not create a new regulation; would not expand or limit an 
existing regulation; would not increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to its applicability; 
and would not positively or adversely affect the state's economy. 
 
PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST TO PERSONS: No changes have been made to this section since 
published as proposed. 
 
The proposal would repeal the ELPS for Kindergarten-Grade 12 that will be superseded by 19 TAC 
§120.20 and §120.21 beginning with the 2026-2027 school year to avoid confusion. There is no 
anticipated economic cost to persons who are required to comply with the proposal. 
 
DATA AND REPORTING IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
The proposal would have no data or reporting impact. 
 
PRINCIPAL AND CLASSROOM TEACHER PAPERWORK REQUIREMENTS: No changes 
have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
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TEA has determined that the proposal would not require a written report or other paperwork to be 
completed by a principal or classroom teacher. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Following the January 2026 SBOE meeting, notice of the proposed repeal was 
filed with the Texas Register, initiating the public comment period. The public comment period began 
February 27, 2026, and ended at 5:00 p.m. on March 30, 2026. No comments had been received at the 
time this item was prepared. A summary of public comments received will be provided to the SBOE prior 
to and during the April 2026 meeting. The SBOE will take registered oral and written comments on the 
proposal at the appropriate committee meeting in April 2026 in accordance with the SBOE board 
operating policies and procedures.  
 
MOTION TO BE CONSIDERED: The Committee on Instruction: 
 

Approve for second reading and final adoption the proposed repeal of 19 TAC Chapter 74, 
Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter A, Required Curriculum, §74.4, English Language 
Proficiency Standards; and  
 
Make an affirmative finding that immediate adoption of the proposed repeal of 19 TAC Chapter 
74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter A, Required Curriculum, §74.4, English Language 
Proficiency Standards, is necessary and shall have an effective date of August 1, 2026. (Per TEC, 
§7.102(f), a vote of two-thirds of the members of the board is necessary for an earlier effective 
date.) 

 
Staff Member Responsible: 
Jessica Snyder, Senior Division Director, Curriculum Standards and Student Support  
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Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter B, 
Graduation Requirements, §74.14, Performance Acknowledgments 

(Second Reading and Final Adoption) 
 
 
April 21, 2026 
 
COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION: ACTION 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION: TEMPORARILY APPROVED 
 
SUMMARY: This item presents for second reading and final adoption a proposed amendment to  
19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter B, Graduation 
Requirements, §74.14, Performance Acknowledgments. The proposed amendment would update the 
minimum score required for a performance acknowledgement on the SAT, align language related to ACT 
with language related to SAT, and add the Classic Learning Test® and Preliminary SAT (PSAT) 10 to 
appropriate performance acknowledgments. No changes are recommended since approved for first 
reading. 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Texas Education Code (TEC), §7.102(c)(4) and §28.025(c-5). 
 
TEC, §7.102(c)(4), requires the State Board of Education (SBOE) to establish curriculum and graduation 
requirements.  
 
TEC, §28.025(c-5), requires the SBOE to adopt rules permitting a student to earn a performance 
acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance in a dual credit course; in 
bilingualism and biliteracy; on a college advanced placement test or international baccalaureate 
examination; on an established, valid, reliable, and nationally norm-referenced preliminary college 
preparation assessment instrument used to measure a student's progress toward readiness for college and 
the workplace; on an established, valid, reliable, and nationally norm-referenced assessment instrument 
used by colleges and universities as part of their undergraduate admissions process; or for earning a state 
recognized or nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification or license. 
 
The full text of statutory citations can be found in the links above. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: The proposed effective date of the proposed amendment is August 1, 2026. Under 
TEC, §7.102(f), the SBOE must approve the rule action at second reading and final adoption by a vote of 
two-thirds of its members to specify an effective date earlier than the beginning of the 2026-2027 school 
year. The earlier effective date will allow districts of innovation that begin school prior to the statutorily 
required start date to implement the proposed rulemaking when they begin their school year. 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION: The SBOE adopted §74.14 effective July 8, 2014, with amendments 
effective August 22, 2016; August 27, 2018; and August 1, 2022. A discussion item on §74.14 was 
presented to the Committee on Instruction at the November 2025 SBOE meeting. At the January 2026 
meeting, the SBOE approved the proposed amendment to §74.14 for first reading and filing authorization. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION: The SBOE adopted rules in 19 TAC 
Chapter 74, Subchapter B, to implement the Foundation High School Program effective July 8, 2014. In 
April 2018, the SBOE adopted an amendment to update the number of subject tests on the ACT Aspire™ 
examination that are required to earn a performance acknowledgement and to update the qualifying score 
on the SAT® exam to a single composite score of 1350. The committee was recently made aware that the 
amended language that was adopted in 2018 for SAT and ACT is inconsistent.  
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At the January 2026 meeting, the College Board presented public testimony to the Committee on 
Instruction with information from concordance tables developed and approved by the College Board and 
ACT. The ACT-SAT concordance tables indicate that an SAT score of 1340 should be used as the 
equivalent to an ACT score of 29 when a single SAT score is needed. It was also brought to the 
committee's attention that the PSAT™ 10 has more flexible testing windows but is otherwise the same 
exam as the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT)®.  
 
The attachment to this item reflects a proposed amendment to §74.14 for consideration by the Committee 
on Instruction for second reading and final adoption. The proposal would correct the inconsistency in 
references to SAT and ACT, update the minimum score required for a performance acknowledgement on 
the SAT from 1350 to 1340, and add the Classic Learning Test® and PSAT 10 to appropriate 
performance acknowledgments. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
 
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has determined that there are no additional costs to state or local 
government, including school districts and open-enrollment charter schools, required to comply with the 
proposal. 
 
LOCAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
The proposal has no effect on local economy; therefore, no local employment impact statement is 
required under Texas Government Code, §2001.022. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS, MICROBUSINESS, AND RURAL COMMUNITY IMPACT: No changes 
have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
 
The proposal has no direct adverse economic impact for small businesses, microbusinesses, or rural 
communities; therefore, no regulatory flexibility analysis specified in Texas Government Code, 
§2006.002, is required. 
 
COST INCREASE TO REGULATED PERSONS: No changes have been made to this section since 
published as proposed. 
 
The proposal does not impose a cost on regulated persons, another state agency, a special district, or a 
local government and, therefore, is not subject to Texas Government Code, §2001.0045. 
 
TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
The proposal does not impose a burden on private real property and, therefore, does not constitute a 
taking under Texas Government Code, §2007.043. 
 
GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT: No changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
TEA staff prepared a Government Growth Impact Statement assessment for this proposed rulemaking. 
During the first five years the proposed rulemaking would be in effect, it would expand an existing 
regulation by permitting students to earn a performance acknowledgment related to the Classic Learning 
Test® and the PSAT 10. 
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The proposed rulemaking would not create or eliminate a government program; would not require the 
creation of new employee positions or elimination of existing employee positions; would not require an 
increase or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the agency; would not require an increase or 
decrease in fees paid to the agency; would not create a new regulation; would not limit or repeal an 
existing regulation; would not increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to its applicability; 
and would not positively or adversely affect the state's economy. 
 
PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COST TO PERSONS: No changes have been made to this section since 
published as proposed. 
 
The proposal would permit students to earn a performance acknowledgment related to the Classic 
Learning Test® and PSAT 10, clarify that students may earn a performance acknowledgment for 
achieving at least a minimum score of 29 on the ACT AspireTM examination or the ACT PreACT® 
examination, and align the ACT and SAT scores required to earn a performance acknowledgment by 
changing the SAT minimum score from 1350 to 1340 in accordance with the ACT-SAT concordance 
tables. There is no anticipated economic cost to persons who are required to comply with the proposal. 
 
DATA AND REPORTING IMPACT: Changes have been made to this section since published as 
proposed. 
 
The proposed amendment would require updates to the Texas Records Exchange (TREx) to include the 
Classic Learning Test® and PSAT 10. The instructions in TREx for indicating a performance 
acknowledgment on the high school transcript would also need to be updated by changing the minimum 
score identified for performance on an SAT® exam from 1350 to 1340. 
 
PRINCIPAL AND CLASSROOM TEACHER PAPERWORK REQUIREMENTS: No changes 
have been made to this section since published as proposed. 
 
TEA has determined that the proposal would not require a written report or other paperwork to be 
completed by a principal or classroom teacher. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Following the January 2026 SBOE meeting, notice of the proposed amendment 
was filed with the Texas Register, initiating the public comment period. The public comment period 
began February 27, 2026, and ended at 5:00 p.m. on March 30, 2026. No comments had been received at 
the time this item was prepared. A summary of public comments received will be provided to the SBOE 
prior to and during the April 2026 meeting. The SBOE will take registered oral and written comments on 
the proposal at the appropriate committee meeting in April 2026 in accordance with the SBOE board 
operating policies and procedures.  
 
MOTION TO BE CONSIDERED: The Committee on Instruction: 
 

Approve for second reading and final adoption the proposed amendment to 19 TAC  
Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter B, Graduation Requirements, §74.14, 
Performance Acknowledgments; and 
 
Make an affirmative finding that immediate adoption of the proposed amendment to 19 TAC  
Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter B, Graduation Requirements, §74.14, 
Performance Acknowledgments, is necessary and shall have an effective date of August 1, 2026. 
(Per TEC, §7.102(f), a vote of two-thirds of the members of the board is necessary for an earlier 
effective date.) 
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Staff Member Responsible: 
Jessica Snyder, Senior Division Director, Curriculum Standards and Student Support 
 
Attachment: 
Text of Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC Chapter 74, Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter B, 
Graduation Requirements, §74.14, Performance Acknowledgments 
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ATTACHMENT 
Text of Proposed Amendment to 19 TAC 

Chapter 74. Curriculum Requirements 

Subchapter B. Graduation Requirements 

§74.14. Performance Acknowledgments. 

(a) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance 
in a dual credit course by successfully completing: 

(1) at least 12 hours of college academic courses, including those taken for dual credit as part of the 
Texas core curriculum, and advanced technical credit courses, including locally articulated 
courses, with a grade of the equivalent of 3.0 or higher on a scale of 4.0; or 

(2) an associate degree while in high school. 

(b) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance 
in bilingualism and biliteracy as follows. 

(1) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment by demonstrating proficiency in accordance 
with local school district grading policy in two or more languages by: 

(A) completing all English language arts requirements and maintaining a minimum grade 
point average (GPA) of the equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100; and 

(B) satisfying one of the following: 

(i) completion of a minimum of three credits in the same language in a language 
other than English with a minimum GPA of the equivalent of 80 on a scale of 
100; or 

(ii) demonstrated proficiency in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Level 
IV or higher in a language other than English with a minimum GPA of the 
equivalent of 80 on a scale of 100; or 

(iii) completion of at least three credits in foundation subject area courses in a 
language other than English with a minimum GPA of 80 on a scale of 100; or 

(iv) demonstrated proficiency in one or more languages other than English through 
one of the following methods: 

(I) a score of 3 or higher on a College Board Advanced Placement 
examination for a language other than English; or 

(II) a score of 4 or higher on an International Baccalaureate examination for 
a higher-level languages other than English course; or 

(III) performance on a national assessment of language proficiency in a 
language other than English of at least Intermediate High or its 
equivalent. 

(2) In addition to meeting the requirements of paragraph (1) of this subsection, to earn a performance 
acknowledgment in bilingualism and biliteracy, an emergent bilingual student must also have: 

(A) participated in and met the exit criteria for a bilingual or English as a second language 
(ESL) program; and 

(B) scored at the Advanced High level on the Texas English Language Proficiency 
Assessment System (TELPAS). 

(c) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance 
on a College Board Advanced Placement test or International Baccalaureate examination by earning: 
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(1) a score of 3 or above on a College Board Advanced Placement examination; or 

(2) a score of 4 or above on an International Baccalaureate examination. 

(d) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for outstanding performance 
on an established, valid, reliable, and nationally norm-referenced preliminary college preparation 
assessment instrument used to measure a student's progress toward readiness for college and the workplace 
or on an established valid, reliable, and nationally norm-referenced assessment instrument used by colleges 
and universities as part of their undergraduate admissions process by: 

(1) earning a score on the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT®) or PSAT 10 that qualifies the student for recognition as a commended scholar 
or higher by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation or as an awardee of the National 
Recognition Programs of the College Board; 

(2) earning a composite score of at least 442 on the ACT AspireTM examination; 

(3) earning a composite score of at least 29 on the ACT PreACT® examination; 

(4) earning a total score of at least 101 on the Classic Learning Test® (CLT) 10; 

(5) [(4)] earning a total score of at least 1340 [1350] on the SAT®; [or] 

(6) [(5)] earning a composite score of at least 29 on the ACT® examination [of 29] (excluding the writing 
subscore) ; or [.] 

(7) earning a total score of at least 96 on the CLT. 

(e) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment on the student's transcript for earning a state-
recognized or nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification or license as 
follows. 

(1) A student may earn a performance acknowledgment with: 

(A) performance on an examination or series of examinations sufficient to obtain a nationally 
or internationally recognized business or industry certification; or 

(B) performance on an examination sufficient to obtain a government-required credential to 
practice a profession. 

(2) Nationally or internationally recognized business or industry certification shall be defined as an 
industry-validated credential that complies with knowledge and skills standards promulgated by a 
nationally or internationally recognized business, industry, professional, or government entity 
representing a particular profession or occupation that is issued by or endorsed by: 

(A) a national or international business, industry, or professional organization; 

(B) a state agency or other government entity; or 

(C) a state-based industry association. 

(3) Certifications or licensures for performance acknowledgements shall: 

(A) be age appropriate for high school students; 

(B) represent a student's substantial course of study and/or end-of-program knowledge and 
skills; 

(C) include an industry-recognized examination or series of examinations, an industry-
validated skill test, or demonstrated proficiency through documented, supervised field 
experience; and 

(D) represent substantial knowledge and multiple skills needed for successful entry into a 
high-skill occupation. 
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