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tbHntreduetion:

— 1y Sociology, an elective course, is an introductory study in social behavior and

organization of human society. This course describes the development of the field
as a scientific study of human society, social behavior, patterns, structures,
institutions, and cultures that shape our lives. Students will learn the historical
development of the —field as well as the role of culture, social structure,
socialization, and social change in today’s society.

With this description in mind, this document represents the content advisor’s
recommendation as to the content and organization of Sociology as a field of study taught
at the high school level. The recommendation from Work Group A were incorporated
where feasible in order to provide clarity as to organization, content, verb-choice, other
social studies skills (tagged and bolded), and the proper sequencing of topics and
subtopics. This recommendation also takes into account the view of Work Group A that
additional content was needed to ensure a complete and adequate level of content for a
one-half credit course.
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(1) tSHfWhat is Sociology? 1 The student understands the foundations of
sociology. The student is expected to:



(A) Describe the development of the field of sociology-fH1.
1. Exptain-Describe central concepts central to sociology.

2. YUnderstandldentify how different sociological perspectives have
developed.

3. Identify leading sociologists in the field of social science,
including Auguste Comte, Emile Durkheim, Herbert Spencer, Adam
Smith, Max Weber, and Karl Marx and Harriet Martineau and their
contributions to sociology.

4. Bescribe-ldentify the types of societies that exist in the world today.

(B) Describe the leading sociological ideas from the 19™ century
sociologists and how they have shaped field.fH}

1. Identify the sociological ideas of August Comte and how Comte
intended positivism to substitute for religion.

2. Identify the sociological ideas of Karl Marx (The German
Ideology), including class struggle, dialectical/historical
materialism, and base/superstructure.

3. Identify the key sociological ideas found in the works of Emile
Durkheim, including social realism and the sociology of

knowledge.
4. ldentify the key sociological ideas and concepts of Max Weber,
including disenchantment, charismatic leadership, and value-
free social science.

(C) Describe the key ideas of significant sociological thinkers of the 20"

century.fH}:
1. Describe the key sociological ideas of Talcott Parsons.
2. Describe the key sociological ideas of W.E.B. DuBois.

3. Describe the key sociological ideas of C. Wright Mills, including an
examination of The Power Elite

4. Describe the key sociological ideas of Robert Michels, including an
examination of Political Parties.



5. Identify the key sociological ideas of James Burnham, including an
examination of The Managerial Revolution.

6. Compare the sociological ideas from the 20Ath century utilizing

excerpts from primary sources to evaluate the perspectives of
Talcott Parsons, W.E.B. DuBois, C. Wright Mills, Robert
Michels, and James Burnham [OSSS].,

(D) Examine culture in society and its different forms.{6GE©/E€}-

1. tdentify-Describe the elements of culture, including language,
symbols, norms, and values, and communicate how these concepts
relate to students lives or society [OSSS]. =

2. Provide-ldentify examples of subcultures and what makes them
unique.

3. Define the concepts of membership roles, status, values, mores,
role conflicts, and methods of resolution.

{S-2}{Sociological Research.} The student understands the importance of
——sociological research and its relationship to developing the field of sociology. The
studentis expected to:

(A) Explain the scientific process of studying the social world
through systematic observation.

1. Beseribe-ldentify the scientific steps social scientists use to
develop theories.

2. Describe the importance of employing the scientific method
in social science research.

3. Beseribe-ldentify the research methods employed to
investigate —the  social world, including primary data, secondary
data, structured interviews, surveys, field research, participant
observation, ethnography, case study, and experiments.

4. Compare the reliability of survey data vs. in-person
interviews.

5. Define sample bias and describe how it can be avoided.
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6. Distinguish population-based sampling from other forms,
(e.g., convenience sampling, opt-in surveys).

7. Distinguish dependent and independent variablesin a
research setting.

8. Distinguish lines of questioning: what happened? (factual);
did this happen everywhere? (comparative); how did this
unfold over time? (developmental); and why did this happen?
(theoretical).

(B) Explain the role of ethics in sociological research.

1. Understand the obligation of social scientists to avoid
harming human subjects (beyond mild discomfort).

2. Explain the importance of informed consent.

3. Describe the Milgram experiment and the ethical lessons to
be learned from it.

4. Ynderstand-Examine the importance in sociological
research of practicing neutrality on controversial topics when
disclosing research findings.

{S=3)fTheoretical Perspectives.} The student understands sociology’s theoretical
perspectives. The student is expected to:

(A). Describe the functionalist view of society.
1. Describe the collective conscience and social integration.
2. Describe mechanical solidarity, organic solidarity, and anomie.
3. Describe manifest and latent functions.

(B) Describe Karl Marx and the conflict view of society.fH}:

1. Describe the base and superstructure theory on the economy
and society.
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2. Describe class conflict, capitalism, and alienation as it relates to
conflict and change.

(C) Describe rational choice theory (utilitarianism)

1. Describe how rational choice seeks and how it explains human
behavior and utility maximization. to explain human behavior.—
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2. Explain how social exchange contributes to a stable social
order.

3. Describe Max Weber’s iron cage and the costs of rationality
within bureaucracies.

(D) Describe the importance of symbolic interactionism as a key
sociological framework and its application to a real-world situation.-

1. Examine how symbolic meanings are developed through social
interactions.

2. Explain the contributions of George Herbert Mead and Herbert
Blumer with developing symbolic interactionism as a field of

sociological study.

{S-4)r{Society and Social Interaction.} The student understands different
——societies and social interaction. The student is expected to:

(A) Describe the difference between pre-industrial, industrial, and post-
industrial societiestHt.

1. Identify differences between types of societies such as
hunting and gathering, agrarian, pastoral, industrial, and post-

industrial.

2. Explain how society evolves and cause and effect of social and
institutional change.

(B) Explain the nature of social structures.

1. Identify social structures as relations that have no existence apart
from human activity.
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2. Describe social structures as having the power to make changes
happen in the real world.

3. Describe social structures as depending on cognition, but distinct
from knowledge and values.

4. Describe social structures as expressed through lived bodily
practices, generated and reinforced by cooperation and negative
sanctioning, and e-transformed only over time.

(C) Describe the social constructions of reality.

1. Identify terminology associated with the social construction of
reality, including habitualization, institutionalization, Thomas
theorem, and the self-fulfilling prophecy.

2. Explain how role theory constructs reality, including

concepts like roles, status (ascribed and
achieved status), role-set, role strain, and
role conflict.

3. Describe Erving Goffman’s dramaturgical analysis and

how it explains the construction of

reality.

{S-5}{Socialization.} The student understands how people are socialized into
——society. The studentis expected to:

(A) Define the concepts and process of how people are socialized into
society.

1. Describe the meaning of the “individual self” as a sociological
concept.
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24. Describe the stages of child socialization.

35. Describe the concept of agency and its role in shaping the
individual.

(B) Describe the importance of social group agents in helping people learn
how to function successfully in the social world.

1. tdentify-Define agents of socialization, including the family, peer
groups, school, the workplace, religion, government,
and the mass media.

2. Beseribe-Explain terminology associated with socialization across
the life course, including rite of passage and
anticipatory socialization.

{S-6)Groups and Organizations. The student understands the structure and
—functions of _-groups to achieve goals and bring about change. The student is
——expected to:

(A) Examine the types of groups and their function in everyday life.

1. teentify-Describe the types of groups, including primary groups,
secondary groups, in-groups, out-groups, and
reference groups.

2. Explain how groups serve emotional and expressive needs.
(B) Explain the way size influences group dynamics.

1. DifferentiateExptain-the-differences between a dyad and triad.

2. Explain group leadership and concepts associated with the
function and styles of leadership, including -
instrumental leader, expressive

-leaders, democratic leaders,
—laissez-faire leaders, and authoritarian leaders.

3. Exptainrconceptsassociated-withDescribe the structure and

function of bureaucracies as it relates to

students’ lives and society, [OSSS].;inctuding-hierarchyof authority; {Formatted: Font: Bold
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4. Describe how bureaucratic organizational form tends to increase
organizational efficiency.

5. Describe how institutions control human behavior by setting up
and rewarding predefined patterns of conduct.

6. Describe how groups tend to become more stable and less
intimate and they grow larger.

{S-7)fGovernment and Politics.} The student understands the nature of

—government, politics, and economics in the ongoing conduct of social life. The
student is expected to:

(A) Differentiate between power, government, and authority—fH;-G/€H1.

1. Exptain-Analyze the meaning and sociological significance ofwhat
Lord Acton’s meantwhenhesaid;“Power tends—————
E— to corrupt; absolute power corrupts absolutely:” using

methods of civil discourse [OSSS].,
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2. Explain how power operates in social groups and modern political
institutions. thenature-of powerinsociattife:

34. Exptain-Differentiate between the three distinct types of authority,

including traditional, charismatic, and
rational-legal.

(B) Explain the significance of direct and representative democracy{6/€1Vi.

1. Exptain-Differentiate betweenwty anarchy, or the absence of

organized government, with direct
and representative democracy. ——doeesnotfacititate-ativingenvironmentfor
soctety:

2. Compare and contrast direct (participatory) democracy with
representative government.

(C) Differentiate between different economic models of free enterprise and
socialism and how they impact society{E£}.
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1. Explain the free enterprise system and how it emphasizes
individual economic freedom.

2. Explain socialism as an economic model that
emphasizes collective or public ownership of the means of
production.

3. Coempare Differentiate between and-econtrasteconomic models of

free enterprise and socialism using a variety of

sources JOSSS].- [Formatted: Font: Bold
4. Analyze how free enterprise systems and socialism distribute

power, resources, and opportunities in society.

{S-8)fSocial Capital. 1 The student understands the concept of social capital and
the benefits it advances towards social life. The student is expected to:

(A) Explain social capital and how social relationships among people
serve as an intangible social resource that facilitates action and achieves

goals.f6/€iVt:

1. Identify the key arguments of leading scholars in the field of social
capital, including Robert Putnam, James S. Coleman, and Mark
Granovetter.

2. Exptain-Describe the characteristics of social capital as a-resource

1 1 bheaddadi il
In societyresotreeembeadaecin-Soctat

3. Exptain-Evaluate Robert Putnam’s view on the civic value of social —
capitacapital utilizing excerpts from
primary sources [OSSS]. t [Formatted: Font: Bold

(B) Explain how social capital advances individual and community well-

being.

1. Exptain-Analyze how an individual’s access to a social network
facititates-influences access to resources, information,
support, and personal and professional opportunities.
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2. Describe how networks, norms, trust, and reciprocity
bind people together and make communities stronger, healthier,
and more resilient to achieving community goals.

3. Explain how systems of social stratification influence factors that
affect resources, opportunities, and social mobility.
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