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General Comments:  

●​ Clarify the difference between a Knowledge and Skills statement (what a student understands) 

and an Student Expectation (what the students should do to demonstrate that understanding). 

For consistency and parallel language, I would recommend using the verb "understand" for all 

knowledge and skills statements, and then various verbs for the Student Expectations. Example: 

Change “Compare and contrast Stories of the Iroquois, Cherokee and Comanche” to “The 

student will understand Stories of the Iroquois, Cherokee, and Comanche”. Along these same 

lines, I would recommend that skills be included in SEs, not KS statements.  

●​ Many standards need more than just a verb for example some of the standards should say 

“explain the significance of…”. This seems to be a common recommendation from work groups.  

●​ 6-8 has more skills embedded than elementary. Consider adding more skills in elementary to 

balance it out and prepare students for middle school.  

●​ Specify what is meant by verbs such as “analyze” as it is used for both broad content 

comprehension as well as specific source analysis. Review skill verbs to ensure consistency and 

scaffolding.  

●​ Lots of content is repeated for spiraling purposes, but it is not clear what is new or what should 

be explored deeper at each level. For example: Alamo and Texas Revolution,  Civil War, Free 

Enterprise, etc.  

●​ Use verbs that are measurable instead of vague verbs like “recognize, trace, etc.”  

●​ Missing foundation of learning what free enterprise is.  

Future Work Groups Recommendation:  

●​ Clean up draft statements so they read like standards and follow the KS and SE outline.  

●​ Add in strand tags (ex: H, E, SSS) .  

●​ Check for vertical alignment of both content and skill progression.  

●​ Check to make sure all statutes are being followed.  

K-2:  

Kindergarten:  

Combine the Knowledge and Skills statements and use Student Expectations instead.  

Use “including” instead of “such as” so that teachers still teach the people listed in the standards, but 

have the ability to bring in other figures that may be local.  

1st Grade:  



●​ Move the 1st Thanksgiving under the “Life in Early America and the Beginning of 

Self-Government” Knowledge and Skills section since the first Thanksgiving was an event that 

happened during that time period.  

●​ Reconsider verbs like “recognize” as they are hard to measure and assess.  

●​ I like the idea to add local examples, but I am unsure if some teachers have the resources to find 

local examples, so would recommend making it optional by using words like “including”.  

2nd Grade:  

●​ I would recommend adding Dolley Madison back in to add in more female representation.  

●​ “Analyze Sam Houston” feels very broad. What should students analyze? Can we add more to 

this SE?  

●​ Combine rows 17 and 18 and move the examples of people down as SEs and add verbs (ex: 

identify the significance of Frederick Douglass”)  

3rd-5th Grade:  

●​ Language needs to be re-written to add in more words to read like a standard.  

3rd Grade:  

●​ 2 D,E, and F need verbs  

4th Grade:  

●​ Find a possible way to make Humanism appropriate for 4th grade.  

6th-8th Grade:  

●​ Lots of overlapping content. I would recommend  including the specific distinction when content 

overlaps to prevent redundant content and provide a purpose for spiraling.  

6th Grade:  

●​ Add specific empresarios on 4C 

●​ Keep current TEKS language of slavery as the central cause  

●​ 9A and 10C- suggestion to add “local examples”- I think this is a really great idea, but I wonder if 

all districts and teachers have the resources to find local examples. This could be challenging for 

instructional resources and the IMRA process.  

●​ 9I-clarify what sources to use 

7th Grade:  

●​ 10A; 10H- local examples could be hard to for instructional resources  

●​ 14A- need to make sure it is in other grades per statute  

8th Grade:  

●​ Add in SEs for 1  

●​ 5A- keep Grito de Dolores  

●​ 7D- Could be a good place to add in perspectives skill  



●​ 9F- Add in Cynthia Ann Parker for female representation  

●​ 14A- Keep Vietnam War so that 14E makes sense  

 

World Geography  

●​ Clarify the role of the “regions of study”. Should the regions have SEs, or should they be under 

one category of Knowledge and Skills?  

●​ 8- remove “How geography affects warfare” because everything in this section falls under the 

“understand political geography”.  

World History 

●​ Move skills from KS to SEs 

●​ 1- KS statement includes “using historical resources and geographic tools” but none of the SEs 

require the use of resources or tools.  

●​ 2- is there additional SEs that can go here to flush this out? 

●​ 4- add back in “Fall of the Roman Empire”  

●​ 9- move examples to SEs  

●​ 10C- Need more information about the skill of “analyzing sources of economic information” for 

this content  

●​ 16A; 17C- very vague without examples, add back in examples  

●​ 22B- list examples of WWI  

●​ 28E- Extremely vague, include examples  

Economics  

●​ Restructure by combining Knowledge and Skill statements and moving content into student 

expectations.  

US History  

●​ Include skills into content (3C, 4D, 5A, 6B, 8B, 8D, 11A, 13A)  

●​ The recommendation of limiting names being added will make state assessment difficult as 

teachers will lack clarity on which individuals they should teach.  

●​ 1B- Leave American Indian tribes to provide context for later standard about European 

interactions with American Indians  

●​ 2- Unclear what this KS statement should say as it currently reads “Understand English”.  

●​ 3D- move up to be chronologically correct, or include in 3A 

●​ 4B- move back with 4A 

●​ 4C- Fugitive Slave Act is not mandated by SB3 and is not included in the Texas Education Code.  

●​ 4C- Adopt recommendation of “issues relating to slavery” instead of slavery or specifically list 

3/5 compromise and Slave Trade clause.  

●​ 4D- keep specific federalist papers 10 and 51  

●​ 5A-Add back in Chief Justice John Marshall as he was influential in strengthening the federal 

government.  

●​ 5B- add in “causes and effects”  



●​ Keep emergence of National American culture (Era of Good Feelings, Monroe Doctrine)  

●​ 6A- Add in Nullification Crisis and Indian Removal act  

●​ 6B- include topics for specificity and for assessment purposes  

●​ 7E- add back in National American culture standard 

●​ 8A- Keep the word sectionalism, list slavery as the central cause as it is currently in 8th grade 

TEKS  

●​ 8B Keep Lincoln Douglas debates as it is in TEC 28.002  

●​ Keep Civil War leaders (Lincoln, Davis, Grant, Lee)  

●​ 8C- list specific battles and integrate skill into content  

●​ 9- Use the term “Gilded Age” and separate Gilded Age and Progressive Era into two different KS 

statements  

●​ 9A- too vague, needs specificity  

●​ 10 include more background information about WWI (causes, etc.)  

●​ 10C- include Treaty of Versailles  

●​ 12C include specifics including Atomic Bomb and Executive Order 9066  

●​ 13E- include specifics (people, events, laws, etc.)  

●​ 13G- Include LBJ  

Government  

●​ Restructure to combine some knowledge and skills statements and move examples to Student 

Expectations.  

●​ 1-List examples of types of government  

●​ 2B- the verb “trace” is vague and hard to measure and assess  

●​ Move all founding documents into one KS statement with SEs for each document  

●​ Move Declaration of Independence above Constitution  

●​ 10- list principles  

●​ 13- divide documents out into SEs  

●​ 15, 16, 17- list out specific structures and functions in SEs (see 27)  

●​ 18- very vague, needs clarity  

●​ 20- move under a different KS instead of three branches  

●​ 22-include examples  

●​ 23-include examples 

●​ 27- the roles of the three branches in Texas Government are more spelled out than the federal 

government and this is a U.S. Government class  

●​ 29- move up to other Bill of Rights standard (11)  

 

PFL  

●​ Restructure to move some KS to SEs  

●​ Lots of skills for a semester course in 7, some can be cut  

●​ Combine KS 1-6 into SEs  

●​ 7L- clarify what “model” means 

Psychology  



●​ Restructure to move some KS to SEs 

●​ Lot of skills included for a semester course- can be reduced  

●​ Reduce content including concept of the soul and philosophical psychology and better alignment 

to AP course.  

Sociology  

●​ Add verb “understand” to KS statements  

African-American Studies/Mexican-American Studies 

●​ Remove dates from strand tagging  


