
ATTACHMENT I 

Statutory Citations Relating to Proposed Revisions to 19 TAC Chapter 227, Provisions for 
Educator Preparation Candidates 

Texas Education Code, §21.031, Purpose: 

(a) The State Board for Educator Certification is established to recognize public school educators as 
professionals and to grant educators the authority to govern the standards of their profession.  The 
board shall regulate and oversee all aspects of the certification, continuing education, and 
standards of conduct of public school educators. 

(b) In proposing rules under this subchapter, the board shall ensure that all candidates for 
certification or renewal of certification demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary to 
improve the performance of the diverse student population of this state. 

Texas Education Code, §21.041, Rules; Fees (excerpt): 

(b) The board shall propose rules that: 

(1) provide for the regulation of educators and the general administration of this subchapter 
in a manner consistent with this subchapter; 

(4) specify the requirements for the issuance and renewal of an educator certificate; 

Texas Education Code, §21.044, Educator Preparation, as amended by Senate Bill 1296, 84th Texas 
Legislature, 2015 (excerpts): 

(a) The board shall propose rules establishing the training requirements a person must accomplish to 
obtain a certificate, enter an internship, or enter an induction-year program.  The board shall 
specify the minimum academic qualifications required for a certificate. 

(g) Each educator preparation program must provide information regarding: 

(2) the effect of supply and demand forces on the educator workforce in this state; 

(3) the performance over time of the educator preparation program; 

Texas Education Code, §21.0441, Admission Requirements for Educator Preparation Programs, as 
amended by House Bill 2205, 84th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2015: 

(a) Rules of the board proposed under this subchapter must provide that a person, other than a person 
seeking career and technology education certification, is not eligible for admission to an educator 
preparation program, including an alternative educator preparation program, unless the person: 

(1) except as provided by Subsection (b), satisfies the following minimum grade point 
average requirements [prescribed by the board, not to exceed the following]: 

(A) an overall grade point average of at least 2.50 [2.75] on a four-point scale or the 
equivalent on any course work previously attempted at a public or private 
institution of higher education; or 

(B) a grade point average of at least 2.50 [2.75] on a four-point scale or the 
equivalent for the last 60 semester credit hours attempted at a public or private 
institution of higher education; and 

(2) if the person is seeking initial certification: 

(A) has successfully completed at least: 



(i) 15 semester credit hours in the subject-specific content area in which the 
person is seeking certification, if the person is seeking certification to 
teach mathematics or science at or above grade level seven; or 

(ii) 12 semester credit hours in the subject-specific content area in which the 
person is seeking certification, if the person is not seeking certification to 
teach mathematics or science at or above grade level seven; or 

(B) has achieved a satisfactory level of performance on a content certification 
examination, which may be a content certification examination administered by a 
vendor approved by the commissioner for purposes of administering such an 
examination for the year for which the person is applying for admission to the 
program. 

(c) The overall grade point average of each incoming class admitted by an educator preparation 
program, including an alternative educator preparation program, may not be less than 3.00 on a 
four-point scale or the equivalent or a higher overall grade point average prescribed by the board.  
In computing the overall grade point average of an incoming class for purposes of this subsection, 
a program may: 

(1) include the grade point average of each person in the incoming class based on all course 
work previously attempted by the person at a public or private institution of higher 
education; or 

(2) include the grade point average of each person in the incoming class based only on the 
last 60 semester credit hours attempted by the person at a public or private institution of 
higher education. 

(d) A person seeking career and technology education certification is not included in determining the 
overall grade point average of an incoming class under Subsection (c). 

Texas Education Code, §21.0441, Admission Requirements for Educator Preparation Programs, as 
amended by House Bill 1300, 84th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2015: 

(b) The board's rules must permit an educator preparation program to admit in extraordinary 
circumstances a person who fails to satisfy a grade point average requirement prescribed by 
Subsection (a)(1)(A) or (B), provided that: 

(1) not more than 10 percent of the total number of persons admitted to the program in a year 
fail to satisfy the requirement under Subsection (a)(1)(A) or (B); 

(2) each person admitted as described by this subsection performs, before admission, at a 
satisfactory level on an appropriate subject matter examination for each subject in which 
the person seeks certification; and 

(3)[(2)] for each person admitted as described by this subsection, the director of the program 
determines and certifies, based on documentation provided by the person, that the 
person's work, business, or career experience demonstrates achievement comparable to 
the academic achievement represented by the grade point average requirement. 

Texas Education Code, §21.049, Alternative Certification: 

(a) To provide a continuing additional source of qualified educators, the board shall propose rules 
providing for educator certification programs as an alternative to traditional educator preparation 
programs.  The rules may not provide that a person may be certified under this section only if 
there is a demonstrated shortage of educators in a school district or subject area. 



(b) The board may not require a person employed as a teacher in an alternative education program 
under Section 37.008 or a juvenile justice alternative education program under Section 37.011 for 
at least three years to complete an alternative educator certification program adopted under this 
section before taking the appropriate certification examination. 

Texas Education Code, §21.050, Academic Degree Required for Teaching Certificate; Internship 
(excerpt): 

(a) A person who applies for a teaching certificate for which board rules require a bachelor's degree 
must possess a bachelor's degree received with an academic major or interdisciplinary academic 
major, including reading, other than education, that is related to the curriculum as prescribed 
under Subchapter A, Chapter 28. 

Texas Education Code, §21.051, Rules Regarding Field-Based Experience and Options for Field 
Experience and Internships: 

(a) In this section, "teacher of record" means a person employed by a school district who teaches the 
majority of the instructional day in an academic instructional setting and is responsible for 
evaluating student achievement and assigning grades. 

(b) Before a school district may employ a candidate for certification as a teacher of record, the 
candidate must complete at least 15 hours of field-based experience in which the candidate is 
actively engaged in instructional or educational activities under supervision at: 

(1) a public school campus accredited or approved for the purpose by the agency; or 

(2) a private school recognized or approved for the purpose by the agency. 

(c) Subsection (b) applies only to an initial certification issued on or after September 1, 2012.  
Subsection (b) does not affect: 

(1) the validity of a certification issued before September 1, 2012; or 

(2) the eligibility of a person who holds a certification issued before September 1, 2012, to 
obtain a subsequent renewal of the certification in accordance with board rule. 

(d) Subsection (b) does not affect the period within which an individual must complete field-based 
experience hours as determined by board rule if the individual is not accepted into an educator 
preparation program before the deadline prescribed by board rule and is hired for a teaching 
assignment by a school district after the deadline prescribed by board rule. 

(e) The board shall propose rules relating to the field-based experience required by Subsection (b).  
The commissioner by rule shall adopt procedures and standards for recognizing a private school 
under Subsection (b)(2). 

(f) The board shall propose rules providing flexible options for persons for any field-based 
experience or internship required for certification. 

Texas Occupations Code, §53.105, Fees: 

A licensing authority may charge a person requesting an evaluation under this subchapter a fee 
adopted by the authority.  Fees adopted by a licensing authority under this subchapter must be in 
an amount sufficient to cover the cost of administering this subchapter. 

  



House Bill 2012, Section 9, 83rd Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2013: 

Not later than September 1, 2014, the Texas Education Agency, the State Board for Educator 
Certification, and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board shall jointly review existing 
standards for preparation and admission that are applicable to educator preparation programs, 
including stakeholder input in the review and development of those standards, and develop and 
implement modifications necessary to reflect updated standards for the teaching profession. 
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